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CORRESPONDENCE. 



BMt of |l|flk Islanir anir ^ro&ibmte Ulantatiffns. 

Providence, September 18, 1857. 

To the HomraihU General AssemhTy : 

Gentlemen, I have the honor to present to you the Fourth 
Annual Report upon the Registration of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths,' in Rhode Island. It relates to the registration for the 
year ending December 31st, 1856. The amendments to the 
law, adopted at your last January session, did not go into effect 
till the first of July, 1857, so that we have as yet no means of 
learning how far these amendments will add to the efficiency of 
this important law. It is evident, however, from the state of 
registration shown in this report, that some considerable 
changes were needed. The present report has been prepared 
under the same direction as the two last, as the accompanying 
correspondence wiU show. 

Respectfiilly submitted, by 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State, 

102607 
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Providence, September 18, 1857. 

To the Honorahle John B, Bartldt^ 

Secretary of State^ 

Dear Sir : In behalf of the ^ Committee on Registration," of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, the " Fourth Annual Report 
on Registration" in this State, is herewith presented. This re- 
port, as well as the two preceding, has been prepared by Dr. 
Charles W. Parsons, of this city, and the committee consider 
it a matter of congratulation that Dr. Parsons has consented to 
continue his labors in connection with this subject. The prep- 
aration of these annual abstracts requires, not only an intimate 
knowledge of the subject, but also a deep interest in the im- 
portant problems of vital and social economy which the reports 
are calculated to solve. These qualifications are possessed by 
Dr. P. in an eminent degree. 

The returns for the year 1856 were not of the improved char- 
acter we had reason to expect. There seem to have been some 
defects in the law itself, and a still greater deficiency in the ex- 
ertions of some of the officers entrusted with its execution. 
The changes made in the law, upon the recommendation of the 
commissioners upon the revised statutes, which went into effect 
on the first of July last, it is believed will secure much more 
full and more correct returns. It is now the interest, as weU as 
the duty, of the town clerks and registrars to obtain full and 
correct returns of births, marriages, and deaths ; and according 
to the generally received laws of human action, where interest 
coincides with duty, we have good reason to expect that the 
duty wiU be performed. 

Notwithstanding the deficiencies which have been found in 
the returns, a vast number of important facts have been collect- 
ed, and these reports aie annually increasing in value, as the 
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facts accumulate. It is expected that in the next annual re- 
port, a recapitulation of the results obtained from more than 
five years of registration in Rhode Island, will enable us to ar- 
rive at some general conclusions upon the subject, which will be 
of great value and importance to the community. 

Respectfully Yours, 

EDWIN M. SNOW, 

For the Committee. 



Providence, September 18, 1857. 

To the Committee on Registration 

of the Rhode Island Medical Society^ 

Gentlemen : In accordance with a custom which has grown 
into a rule, I have now to submit to you the Registration Re- 
port for last year, accompanied by a formal note. The prelim- 
inary tables were prepared under my own supervision, by a 
young gentleman, who has done his duty with great faithful- 
ness and skill. The remarks on the subject of the report, 
were written by myself 

Yours very respectfully, 

CHARLES W. PARSONS. 



MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION 

OF THE 

RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



JOSEPH MAURAN, M. D. 
GEORGE L. COLLINS, M. D. 
EDWIN M. SNOW, M. D. 
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Unknown, 


48 


Whole No. Women 


364 


63fi 


283 


81 


57 


29 


J5 


_6 
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l|55 


1,535 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1856. 
Arranged bt/ the montht in which they occurred. 
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Jan. 
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March, 
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Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 


98 
78 

176 
76 
83 
1 

160 
91 

100 
2 

193 
89 
71 
2 

162 
74 
61 

•"1 


7 
9 
16 

4 
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12 

4 
9 

13 

6 

5 

11 

3 
7 
10 


7 
3 
10 

2 
5 

io 
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2 
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1 
1 

2 


3 
8 

17 
9 

11 
1 

2! 

12 

10 
2 

24 
5 
8 
2 

15 
6 
6 

12 


14 

18 
32 
12 
14 

2ii 
11 
12 

23 
24 
15 

37 
14 

15 
29 
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39 
97 
48 

47 

95 
55 
61 
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47 
41 
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47 

32 
79 
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1 

4 

.. 
1 

1 
4 
3 

7 
3 
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3 
8 
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5 
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1 
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G 







1856.] 



DEATHS 
Table VI. DEATHS. 1856. Oontindbd. 









1 

i 


MviBiosi 1? Tiu ami. 


"™j.nx.^r"" 


MONTHS 


9BX, 


1^ 


if 




ll 


It 


ft 

St 


ll 




If 


li 


Pni 


1 


June, 
July, 

Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Aggre- 
gate. 


Malea, 

Females, 

Unknown, 
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Males, 
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c: 

CI. 
4 
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i)2 
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8 
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117 

a2 

3 
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8« 
94 
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81 

94 

7 
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6'J 

95 

3 
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76 

78 
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157 
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10 
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29 
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10 
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35 


15 

12 
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17 

17 
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23 

44 

17 
16 
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16 

19 
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22 
2D 

51 

\l 

32 
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38 

77 
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29 
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50 
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45 
50 
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39 

76 
21 
52 
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34 

35 

69 
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2 
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3 
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i 
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3 
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Unknown, 

Total, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 

Total, 
Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 

Males, 
Females, 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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32 
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420 
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1 
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3 
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12 
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72 

137 
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4 

13 
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31 
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9 

23 
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280 
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1 21 




i 


Females, 
Unknown, 
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987 91 
35 .. 


33 
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35 
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513 


23 


d 
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2 


2 22 


i 


< 
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268 403 
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69 


3 
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15 


3 48 
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Supplement to Table XI. 

In this table every occupation has been included, in which as many as 
three deaths from assigned causes, were on record. The following sup- 
plement comprises the remaining occupations, in each of which, there 
occurred but one or two deaths whose causes were specified. In the table 
and supplement, the cause of death, in connection with the occupation, is 
given in 348 cases. 



Baker, Disease of Digestive Organs, Old Age* 
Block Printer, Apoplexy. 
Botanic Doctor, Congestion of the Lungs, 
Brakeman, Mailroad ouxidents, {tvx) cases.) 
Britannia Worker, Pneumonia. 
Calker, Inflammation of Bladder, Inflamma- 
tion of Brain, 
Chair-maker, Consumption* 
Color-mixer, Dysentery, 
Cooper, Drowning. 
Druggist, Consumption, 
Fiddler, Consumption, 
Finisher, Pneumonia, 
Ganger, Old Age. 
Grain-measurer, Old Age, 
Grocer, Consumption, Peritonitis, 
Gunsmith, Typhoid fever. 
Hair dresser. Consumption^ {two cases.) 
Harness maker. Erysipelas, 
Junk-dealer, Pneumonia, 
Lamplighter, Consumption. 
Lawyer, Old Age. 
Lumber dealer, Consumption, 
Merchant tailor. Dropsy. 
Moulder, Dysentery, 



Nurse, (female,) Typhoid fever. 

Omnibus Proprietor, Insanity, 

Operative, Consumption, Pneumonia* 

Oysterman, Consumption, 

Pattern Maker, Consumption, 

Physician, Pneumonia* 

Rope maker. Liver, Disease of* 

Saddler, Diarrhoea. 

Servant, female, Consumption. 

Shipmaster, Bronchitis, Dropsy of Chest. 

Silversmith, Consumption, 

Stone-cutter, Old Age. 

Sugar-refiner, Drovming. 

Tailor, Diarrhoea^ Old Age, 

Teacher of Music, female, Consumption. 

Trader, Inflammation qf Brain, Consumption% 

Truckman, Secondary Syphilis, 

Turner, Casualty. 

Waiter, Softening of the Brain, Consumption* 

Washerwoman, Consumption, Epilepsy. 

Watchman, Dysentery. 

Weaver, Consumption, Hip Disease* 

Well-digger, Apoplexy. 

Wheelwright, Hemoptysis, 

Wood-sawyer, Pneumonia* 



REPORT. 



The present report is prepared under the same direction a? the 
two preceding. It resembles the last in its objects and arrange- 
ment. The statute provides for the publication of an " abstract 
and report ;" and these documents have taken the form suggested 
by these words, consisting of a tabular abstract of the recorded 
facts, followed by a general summing up of the same facts, and 
remarks on the more interesting lessons to be deduced from them. 
The writer is well aware that a fuller tabular analysis and a wider 
scope of comment might gratify the student of statistics, as they 
would certainly give a more important aspect to this yearly re- 
port. He has sought to proportion its fulness to the number of 
facts embodied, to the value of any deductions made from them, 
which depends very much on their number, and to the just expec- 
tations of the State authorities. The look of sameness, unavoid- 
able in such a series of documents, must not lead to a belief that 
they are merely repetitions of one another. Uniformity in plan 
may give such an appearance ; but it is necessary, in order to 
allow successive reports to be compared, and the experience of 
different years to be collated. The more our facts are multiplied, 
if it be done by the impartial mode of a registration established by 
government, and if the records are similar enough in form to per- 
mit comparison, and make them cumulative, the more are the 
effects of accidental disturbances sunk, and the nearer do we come 
to actual and permanent truth. In this report, as in the two pre- 
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ceding, the results of past rogiatration in this State have been 
summed up, in the course of our remarks on many topics. In re- 
gard to the subject of causes of death, we have aimed moat partic- 
ularly to show the peculiarities of the year 1856, especially as to 
epidemic diseases. 

A few points occur as worth meutiomug in immediate connec- 
tion with our preliminary tables. 

In the General Abstract, table I., we have introduced a column 
giving the area, in sciuarc miles, of eact town and division of the 
State. We have followed the State Map, by Henry F. Walling, 
civil engineer, a gentleman of established and high reputation as a 
topographer. We had thought of giving, in an adjoining column, 
the estimated population for 1856 of each town, by which the 
present density of population might have been calculated. But 
we were soon convinced that sucii estimates would be very uncer- 
tain and unreliable, the rates of increase for each town having 
been so different at different periods of its history, as to make it 
unsafe to use any purely arithmetical rule, while our knowledge of 
the several towns is not sufGcient to enable us to introduce the 
needed corrections. The column of population in 1850 has ac- 
cordingly been retained. This subject of density is important in 
connection with the mortality and health of towns. The Begistra- 
tion Reports of Great Britain mention a fixed ratio, more or less 
constantly precise, as esisting between the density and mortality 
of towns in that country, and it may be interesting, when a census 
is taken, to inquire into this relation in our State. Ehode Island 
was in 1850 the most densely peopled State in the Union. TMb 
is said to be true of Massachusetts, in the compendium of the last 
United States Census. If we follow the estimate of the area of 
that State given in the Registration Reports, and in the published 
abstract of the State Census of 1855, viz ; T800 square miles, we 
■ q^iaJl have for its density in 1850, 127,5 inhabitants to the square 
*ti9i^ ^Ui!e that of Rhode Island was 141. Massachusetts was in 
ISSS";'' at: little more dense than Rhode Island was in 1850, having 
145.2 inhabitants to the square mile. The contrasts in our State 
between the compact city, with its rapid increase of population 
in a small area, and those thinly settled towns whose numbeps 
have hardly increased, or have even lessened, since the first na- 
tional census, have a great eifcct on health, and the prospects of 
life, and ought to be considered in connection with the objects of 
registration, i 
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This may be a proper place to introduce another topic connected 
with the extent and boundaries of towns. It has not hitherto been 
necessary to refer to any changes in town-lines made by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Such changes affect the population of these divis- 
ions of the State, and of course alter the basis of our statistical 
inquiries, where we attempt to compare town with town. In 
Rhode Island these changes are seldom made. On the first of 
October, 1856, a law went into effect, by which the northerly part 
of Tiverton, in Newport county, became a separate town, called 
Pall River. It adjoins Fall River in Bristol county, Masscujhusetts, 
and is closely associated with that town in business relations. It 
is to be regretted that a source of much confusion has been intro- 
duced, by thus giving the same name to two contiguous towns. In 
the first table of this report. Fall River is included with Tiverton, 
no separate return having been received from the former town. 
The return from Tiverton is very carefully prepared, and includes 
the facts for both towns up to the end of the year. 

It may be noticed that, in our first table, the births of unknown 
parentage, and the marriages and deaths of unknown nativity, have 
been omitted. This was done to save room. The omitted figures 
are given, for the whole State and for each of the six divisions, in 
the last part of tables II., IV., and VI. 

We have been so little satisfied with former attempts at classi- 
fying occupations, in the last two of the preliminary tables, that we 
have now arranged them alphabetically. The reasons of this are 
mainly matters of convenience, and we do not think any important 
lessons of practical value are lost by the change. The leading 
contrast, that between farmers and other occupations, is preserved 
equally well in either arrangement. When facts have accumulated, 
and a general summary for a series of years is made, some classi- 
fication may be adopted that will bring out the truths hidden in 
these dry figures and skeleton-tables more completely. The last 
of these tables has in former reports been troublesome to print, 
hard to read, costly, and ludicrous from the large proportion of 
blanks and leaders to figures. 

Particular remarks on the state of the returns, and the recent 
changes in the law of registration, will be found near the end of 
this report. We will now proceed to give, as in former reports, 
a running commentary on the preliminary tables, under the seve- 
ral heads which their titles suggest. 

5 
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The registry of Births continues to be yery imperfect. This is 
no more than might be expected from the defective provisions of 
the law, in regard to the mode of procuring a record of births. 
The whole number reported for 1856 was 2906, being twenty less 
than in 1855. The still-born are excluded, and every case of 
twins, is counted as two births. With this imperfect registry, our 
results cannot be trusted as a basis for many general inferences. 
This is to be regretted ; for many questions connected with the 
history of population, and many lessons in relation to public health, 
gained by a study of the mortuary statistics, the average age at 
death, &c., require a knowledge of the number of births, as an el- 
ement in their investigation. 

The city of Providence presents, in this respect, a marked con- 
trast to all other parts of the State. Our record for other towns 
is dependent, legally, on the report made by parents to the clerks 
of their towns, and in fact on the accidental interest of individ- 
uals, oftener of physicians or town clerks, than of the parents 
themselves. But in Providence a very complete registration ex- 
ists, the city being canvassed twice a year, in January and July, 
for this particular object. This city has reported, this year as in 
the previous one, more than half the births, while its population 
in 1850 was to that of the State about as one to three and a half. 
It reported 83 more than in 1855. 

Since the first of June, 1852, the number of births included in 
the Rhode Island Reports amounts to 10,792. The city of Pro- 
vidence reported 6841 of these. The average in a year has 
been for the whole State 2354, and for Providence nearly 1500. — 
In three years past, the annual proportion of births to population 
has been, according to the City Registrar's Report, one to 30.89. 
In the State, it is hardly worth calculating, on account of the great 
defects in our returns. 

The sex has been recorded of 10,718 children, in our whole se- 
ries of reports. Of these 5483, or 51.16 per cent, were males. 
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and 5235, or 48.84 per cent, were females. Or, the ratio may be 
stated thus, 104.7 males to 100 females. 

The excess of male births has been usually found more consid- 
erable in country towns, and the most healthful climates, than in 
the large city. In Providence, it was unusually great during the 
past year, viz: 53.19 males to 46.81 females in every hundred, 
while for the State, in the same year, the percentage was, 61.25 
males, and 48.75 females. This would seem to show an unusually 
favorable state of the city in regard to health.* 

The color is frequently not specified, but where not mentioned, 
it is presumed to be white. In the whole series of reports, 253 
children are stated to have been colored. The proportion of 
births in the colored population appears to be very nearly the 
same as among the white. 

The parentage, or origin of the parents of the children born, 
forms a most important subject of inquiry. The proportion of 
American parentage has very slightly but steadily lessened for 
three years past, having been in 1854, 54.71 per cent, of all the 
births whose parentage was specified, in 1855, 53.82 per cent., and 
in 1856, 53.52 per cent. The percentage of purely foreign paren- 
tage has been almost exactly the same through this period, viz : 
40.59, 40.50, and 40.62 per cent, in the three several years. The 
cases of mixed parentage have increased as the purely American 
lessened, being in the three successive years, 4.70, 5.68 and 5.86 
per cent. If we simplify the comparison a little, by classing all 
the children born according to the nativity of their fathers, we 
have the following result for 1856, 

Children of American fathers, 56.52 per cent. 

Children of foreign fathers, 43.48 per cent. 

*The Registration Reports of Massachusetts, while nniformly exhibiting an excess of 
male over female births, have for several years past contained remarks like the following, 
which we quote from the report for 1855. " This does not agree with what is usually 
believed to be the case, especially in foreign countries, where the statement is almost uni- 
versally made, that more females than males are annually born." Each one of the four 
last reports from that State contains precisely the same idea, in nearly the same words. 
This is singular. Not to speak of the more elaborate European writings on vital statistics, 
or the Registration Reports of Great Britain, cited in the eleventh Massachusetts Report, 
it is enough to refer to such a familiar text-book as Carpenter's Human Physiology, which 
says that " taking the average of the whole of Europe, the proportion is about 106 males 
to 100 females," and enters into interesting details on the influences that affect this pre- 
ponderance of males. Quetelet, one of the highest continental authorities, repeatedly in- 
troduces this well known fact in illustrating his subject, in his very instructive " Letter^ 
on the Theory of Probabilities." 
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lu three years past, the children of AmericaQ Ritbera number 
4291, or 56.61 per cent., and those of foreign fathers 3285 or 
43.33 per cent. The American fathers stand to the foreign fathers 
in the relation of 17 to 13. 

But these ratios will be found to differ very much in different 
parts of the State. In Providence city, in 1856, the children of 
foreign fathers were 54.S9 per cent, of all, and those of American 
fathers but 45.31 per cent. In each of the three past years, the 
births of foreign parentage have predominated in the city. la 
1855, the excess was greater than in 1856. In other parts of the 
State, the percentages of foreign parentage in 1856 — classifying 
the births by the nativity of the fathers — were as follows : Bristol 
county 2406 per cent., Kent county 28.79, Newport county 27.70, 
towns of Providence county 30., Washington county, 14.29 per cent. 

In the absence of any census of the State since 1850, it is of 
little use to attempt any calculation of the ratio of births in each 
class to the population. We have seen in former reports that the 
ratio of births of purely foreign parentage is about two and half 
times as great as was the ratio of foreign inhabitants by the cen- 
sus of 1850. The same result appears in examining the records 
for 1856 ; but we cannot tell how much to attribute to the greater 
proportionate increase that has already taken place in the foreign 
population, and how much to their being actually more productive 
for their numbers. In the City of Providence, the proportion of 
foreign births in 1856, exceeded that of foreign population by the 
city census of 1855, very considerably. The population by that 
census was divided thus, American, 58.94 per cent. ; foreign, 41.06 
per cent. The births in 1856 were thus divided, American, 45.31 
per cent. ; foreign 54.69. The foreign births were in much higher 
ratio than the foreign born population in every ward. I quote 
these results from the second annual report of the City Begistrar. 

The returns, then, show tbat in the State at large, admixture be- 
tween the two classes has slightly increased, and the proportion of 
births of purely American descent has a little lessened; and that 
the foreign element in our community tends to increase much 
faster than the American, even without the aid of immigration. 

In Providence, the City Registrar's report shows that of the 
857 cases of purely foreign parentage, 700 were Irish, 81 English, 
Scotch, and Welsh, and 38 German. In the 103 cases of mixed 
parentage (where one parent only was a native of the United 
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States,) the other parent was Irish in 47 cases, English, Scotch or 
Welsh in 41, &c. The particular kinds of admixture are shown 
in detail by tables in that report. 

The number of births at diflferent seasons is not a matter of 
much interest for a single year. But accumulated results for suc- 
cessive years possess some value. In four years, 9730 births have 
been registered, but the month of the occurrence of eight of those 
is not known. The remainder were distributed as follows ; 

BIRTHS, 1853-56. 



Monthfl. 


Number. 


Percentage. 


Months. 


Number. 


Percentage. 


January 


734 
782 
828 
791 
821 
783 
817 


7.55 
8.04 
8.52 
8.14 
8.44 
8.05 
8.40 


Auinigt 


8(39 
831 
821 
841 
804 


8.94 
8.55 
8.44 
8.66 
8.27 


Febmaiy, 

March,. . , 


September, 

October, , 


April 


November, 

December, 

Total, 


Maj, 


Jnne 


jmy,'.:. ..:.:.::.. 


9722 


100.00 



Proportion in the first quarter, 24.11 per cent., in the second, 
24.63, in the third, 25.89, in the fourth 25.37. The general fact is 
well established, that more births occur, in New England, in the 
last than in the first half of the year. In Massachusetts, in three 
years, 1853-55, the births in each one of the months in the first 
half of the year, amounted to leirs than 8000 ; in every one in the 
last half of the year to more than 8000, 

The statistics of plurality cases in 1856, are pretty fully pre- 
sented in Table III. In our whole series of reports, covering four 
years and seven months, 116 cases of twins have been registered, 
beside one case of triplets, which occurred in 1856. This makes 
one plurality case to 92 cases of birth, — a rather high proportion. 
Of all these 235 children, 132 were males, 101 were females, and 
two of unspecified sex. The parentage was American in 59 cases, 
foreign in 47, mixed in 2, and unspecified in 9. The only case of 
triplets occurred in Bristol county, in October ; the three children 
were all males. The plurality cases in four years past, occurred, 
in March, 15, in May and November, each 12, in August, 11, in 
April and June, each 10, in September 9, in July and October, each 
8, in January and February, each 7, and in December, 3. In the 
first quarter 29, in the second, 32, in the third 28, and in the 
fourth, 23. 
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The fact of a birth being illegitimate is very seldom mentioned, 
and it may be abusing the candor of the town clerk of Tiverton 
to state, that of the nine cases so designated, six occurred in that 
town. Five of these children were males, four were females; 
only one of the mothers is stated to have been of foreign birth. 



MARRIAGES. 



The registration of marriages has still been quite defective. — 
It is singular that the importance of securing a permanent record 
of every marriage is not realized, by the parties themselves, or by 
the persons authorized to perform this ceremony. So many ques- 
tions involving inheritance of property, and the legitimate position, 
and comfort of offspring and descendants, may be risked by this 
neglect, and the examples of loss and suffering caused by it are so 
well known, that we are surprised at the repeated instances of 
such negligence. It may be hoped that the provisions of the new 
law will secure a more faithful registry. 

The whole number of marriages reported for 1856 was 160 
more than in the previous year, and 488 more than in 1854. The 
number of marriages being 1535, there were 3070 persons mar- 
ried, according to record. Less than half the marriages were in 
Providence city. The City Registrar states that there has been a 
great improvement in the registry of marriages in 1856, compared 
with previous years. According to the estimates of his report, 
one person was married during the year in every 37.5 of the pop- 
ulation of the city, being the same proportion as the year before. 

More marriages take place between parties from twenty to 
twenty-five years old than in either of the other divisions of age* 

* In aU our tables, an age rcpoited at the year which begins one of the diyisional periods 
of life is thrown into the later period. Thus, 20-25 is equivalent to twenty and under 
twenty-five, and so of other divisional periods. 



1856.] 



MARRIAGES. 



S9 



made in table V. Marriages of males between twenty-five and 
thirty to females between twenty and twenty-five were next most 
frequent in 1856 ; and very nearly equal to these in frequency 
were marriages of males between twenty and twenty-five to females 
under twenty. The period from twenty to twenty-five is much the 
most common age of marriage in each sex. In the three years 
pasty the number of marriages in which the age of the male was 
specified has been 3374; the ages of the females have been given 
in 3361. The following table will show in what way the mar- 
riages were distributed through the several periods of life, for 
each sex. 



MARRIAGES, 1854—56. 



Number of Males, 

Percentage of do., 

Number of Females,. . . 
Percentage of do., 



Under 20. 


20-26. 


25-30. 


80-40. 


40-60. 


60 & over. 


Total. 


135 


1393 


951 


597 


163 


135 


3374 


4.00 


41.29 


28.19 


17.69 


4.83 


4.00 


100.00 


909 


1434 


677 


309 


99 


33 


3361 


27.04 


42.67 


17.17 


9.19 


2.95 


.98 


100.00 



The proportion of marriages at early ages is smaller in 1856 
than in the two preceding years, particularly in regard to males. 
It is smaller in the city than in country towns. Our tables, it will 
be remembered, do not distinguish the ages of those married for 
the first time from others. 

The nativity of persons married is mentioned in 1517 cases in 
the year 1856, and in 3879 cases in the three past years inclusive. 
The proportion of marriages between American and foreign par- 
ties has increased from 7.74 per cent, in 1854, to 9.89 per cent, in 
1856, As to the proportion of purely American and purely for- 
eign marriages, the year 1856 is intermediate between the two 
preceding years, having a higher proportion of the foreign than 
1854, and a lower proportion than 1855. The following table 
will show this more exactly. 

MARRIAGES. 



American, 

Foreign, 

Mixed 


1864. 


1866. 


1856. 


1864^-66. 


67.26 
25.00 

7.74 


58.71 

33.68 

7.61 


61.24 

28.87 

9.89 


61.92 

29.54 

8..54 


Total, 


100.00 


100.00 


100 00 


100.00 
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In the several counties, the proportions for 1856 may be easily 
calculated from the data in our first Table. For the three past 
years, the percentages of marriages in which the grooms were for- 
eign have been as follows : for Bristol county, 13.94, for Kent, 
16.82, for Newport, 39.39, for Providence county, 37.87, and for 
Washington 7.11 per cent. 

In the city of Providence, the marriages of Americans were more 
numerous in 1866 than the year before, while those where both 
parties were of foreign birth were fewer ; the number of mixed 
nativity was larger. The percentages are thus stated by the City 
Registrar : 

Amerioan. Foreign. Blixed. 



1855, 48,73 per cent.; 

1856, 54.74 per cent.; 



41.93 percent.; 
32.97 per cent. ; 



9.34 per cent. 
12.29 per cent. 



A table given in the City Registrar's Report shows that " of 
386 grooms natives of the United States, 16 married Irish brides, 
1 1 married English or Scotch brides, and 7 married other foreign 
brides; of 191 Irish grooms, 18 married American brides, 171 
married Irish brides, 1 married an English bride, and 1 married 
some other foreign bride ; of 43 English grooms 19 married Amer- 
ican brides, 6 married Irish brides, and 18 married English brides. 
Of 397 American women, 352 married American men, 18 married 
Irishmen, 19 married Englishmen, 2 married Germans, and 6 mar- 
ried some other foreign men." 

It will be observed, as has been shown in former reports, that 
the proportion of foreign births is greater than that of foreign 
marriages, exceeding it nearly in the ratio of four to three. This 
fact is so constant from year to year that we cannot doubt it shows 
a greater number of births among couples of foreign nativity than 
among the same number of American born couples. 

In four years past, the marriages have been thus distributed 
through the several months of the year. 

MARRIAGES, 1853-56. 



January,. 
February, 
March,. . . 

April, 

May,. . . . 
June,.. . . 
July, 



Number. 


Percentage. 


432 


9.18 


331 


7.03 


255 


5.42 


3t)3 


7.71 


421 


8.95 


371) 


8.05 


368 


7.82 



August, 

September, . 
October,..., 
November,. 
December, . 

Total,.. 



Nnmbor. 



333 

437 
497 
521 
367 



4707 



Percentage. 



7.07 

9.28 

10.56 

11.13 

7.80 



100.00 
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Nineteen marriages, of which the month is not specified, are 
omitted in the above table. Marriages in winter 24.01 per cent., 
in spring 22.08, in summer 22.94, and in autumn 30.97 per cent* 
The small number in spring depends in great measure on the ob- 
servance of Lent. The holidays of Thanksgiving and New Year's 
day probably attract a large number of marriages to the months 
of November and January ; and it would seem as if the approach 
of winter had an eflfect in hastening the performance of this rite, 



DEATHS. 

The record of Deaths is every year gaining in fulness, though 
still deficient in many parts of the State. From Bristol county 
and the city of Providence, we have returns suflBciently complete 
to warrant some general inferences. The number of deaths re- 
ported for the year 1856, was 2,042, being 196 more than the year 
preceding, and giving an average of 170 a month, or nearly six 

daily. 

The proportion of deaths to population is hardly worth calcu- 
lating for the State. In Providence this proportion was, according 
to the City Registrar's estimate of population, one to 46.11. In 
three years past, including 1 854, a year of extraordinary mortality 
from cholera, it was on an annual average, one to 43.15. In Bris- 
tol county, the reported mortality for 1856 would give one death 
in every 63.36 of the estimated population. 

We find, in the record of the year before us, an excess of males 
among those who died, the males being 50.84 per cent, and the 
females 49.16 per cent. In the whole series of Rhode Island re- 
ports, the deaths in the two sexes have been nearly equal, viz : 
3710 males and 3740 females. More males are born, and rather 
more females than males are reported as dying, and still the cen-. 
BUS shows more females living. This may be accounted for in 
part by the greater mortality of males in childhood, and the con- 
sequent greater average duration of life in the female sex. The 

preponderance of females is greater in the more advaiice4 period^ 

6 
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of life. In addition to thia, emigration tends to produce an excess 
of females, the excess of males being greater among those who 
move from the State, to the West or elsewhere, tof^ethcr with those 
who die at aea, than among the immigrants to the State. The 
retm-na from Masaachuaetta for a series of years show a slight pre- 
ponderance of females among the recorded deaths. 

The ages at which deaths took place arc exhibited in our tables. 
In the first general table, we show the average age at death in 
each town and each division of the State ; and in table VIL, the 
deaths in each part of the State are arranged according to the 
periods of life within which they happened, — the distinctions of 
sex and color for each period of life being alao shown. We would 
wish to compare the several parts of the State together in these 
respects, and show what parts appear most favorable to longevity. 
But unfortunately the returns from most country towns are very 
deficient, and we cannot even take the reported facts as fair speci- 
mens of all the facts occurring ; since the deaths of young children, 
there is good reason to believe, arc moat neglected in the reports 
from country places, while in the city of Providence, in which a 
complete exhibition of the whole truth would exhibit the strongest 
contraat, a very perfect registration system exiata, and the deaths 
of all the young children are recorded. Of course a compariaon 
between the imperfect returns from other parts of the State, and 
the complete registry of the compact city, would not bo fair. It 
would exaggerate the real excess of mortality of children in the 
city. 

Combining all the deaths in the four Bcgistration Reports, cov- 
ering a period of four years and seven months, we have a total of 
1514 deaths, of which tho number occurring at specified agca is 
7319. These deaths at known ages were thus distributed through 
the periods of life. 

DEATHS. JCKE, 185S— Dec. 1856. 



Period, of Life. 


«0. 


Percont. 


Fcriodi of Uf6. 


NO. 


Per cent. 


Under 1, 


1304 
775 
769 


16..)5 
10.S9 
10.51 




655 
570 
4i)0 
443 
476 
310 
06 
4 


S.OS 
7.91 
6.70 
6.04 
6.50 

;76 

.05 








All under 5,... 




2748 

373 
40B 
780 


37.55 

5.00 
3.55 

lo.oe 






90— m. 

lOOaudoTer,... 

ToUl, 






7319 


100.00 
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In 1856, the mortality of young children was larger than in the 
years preceding ; that in early adult life, from 20 to 50 years of 
age, was considerably smaller. We shall find that the diseases 
especially fatal in the year 1856 were those which attack child- 
hood, — ^while consumption and some of the epidemics that choose 
their victims most commonly in early adult life, were less destruc- 
tive in proportion to other diseases than in the few preceding 
years. 

The following table will illustrate the peculiarities of the year, 
and also exhibit the percentages for two parts of the State from 
which we have the fullest returns. 



DEATHS. 1856. 



Periods of 
life. 


Whole State 


ProTidonce 
city. 


Bristol 
county. 


Periods of 
Life. 


Whole State 


Providence 
city. 


Bristol 
county. 


Under 5,. 

5—10, . . 
10—20,.. 
20—30, . . 
30—40, . . 
40—50,., 


38.83 

6.97 
5.55 
9.47 
8.04 
7.07 


45.91 

6.95 
4.60 
10.52 
8.26 
7.61 


33.56 

4.80 
4.12 
8.90 
9.59 
6.85 


50-60,.. 
60—70, . . 
70—80, . . 
80—90,.. 
90 & over 


6.92 
5.14 
7.13 
4.12 
.76 


5.82 
3.57 
4.51 
1.78 
.47 


4.80 
6.16 
13.01 
6.16 
2.05 


Total, . . 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 



This table illustrates very well the differences between the 
smaller towns and the large city, in regard to the mortality of in- 
fants. Mathematical completeness could be given to this compari- 
son only by collating it with the census of the living, aided also 
"by a complete account of the number of births in each part of the 
State, — the number of candidates for infant mortality who are 
yearly added. By the latest censuses, the population living was 
Tery differently distributed through the periods of life, in those 
two parts of the State we have just compared together. Thus, 
the children under five years old formed, in Providence city, in 
1855, 12.93 in a hundred of the whole population; in Bristol 
county, in 1850, they formed but 10.37 in a hundred. The per- 
centages were, at some other ages, as follows : from 20 to 40, in 
Providence city 39.13, in Bristol county 31.70; from 60 upwards, 
in Providence city 4.02 per cent., in Bristol county, 6.67 per cent, 
of all the living. The different proportions of mortality at differ- 
ent ages in these two divisions of the State are partially, but by 
no means wholly, accounted for by these differences in the charac- 
ter of the population. This will be shown by the following re- 
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Baits of Bome calculations in whicli wo have compat-ed the mor- 
tality at each period of life in Providence in 1855, with that of 
Bristol county for an average of two years, 1855 and 1856. We 
have been obliged lo estimate the population of Bristol county on 
auch a principle as seemed to ns most likely to give correct results. 
The rate of mortality was, under five years of age, in Providence, 
one to 13.7, in Bristol county, one to 15.4; from twenty to thirty, 
in Providence, one to 99.1, in Bristol connty, one to 161.9; from 
thirty to forty, in Providence one to 85, in Bristol county one to 
102.7 ; from seventy to eighty, in Providence, one to 14.8, in Bris- 
tol county, one to 10.5. In the ages most commonly attacked by 
epidemics, the rate is much greater in the city, bat after seventy 
years of age it is loss. 

The average age at death, which had seemed to increaao pre- 
viously, was smaller in 1856 than in any former period of registra- 
tion in the whole series of reports. It was very nearly two years 
and one-third smaller than in 1855, and one year and one-third 
smaller than in the average of all preceding reports. The grand 
aggregate of age for the four years and seven months of Bliodo 
Island registration has been 201,688 years, and the general aver- 
age 27.60, or about one year greater than in the year 1856. The 
differences between the several counties have been considerable, as 
formerly. The order of longevity for 1856 was nearly the same 
as in the year 1855; — Washington, Kent, Newport, Bristol, Provi- 
dence. As reported, the longevity for Washington was more than 
twice as great as for Providence county. The average for the 
city of Providence was two years less than in 1855, a fact in 
good degree explained by tho great mortality from scarlatina. 
The average ago at death for Massachusetts in the sis years, 
1849-1854, was 26,97. The differences between the several coun- 
ties of that State are very nearly, if not quite, as marked as those 
in Rhode Island. No parts of Massachusetts exhibit so high an 
average as those which most resemble in situation and climate the 
southerly towns of Newport county; and those towns exhibit, in 
our own tables, a higher mean than any others which send equally 
full returns. 

The results for 1856 confirm those which were exhibited in tho 
two last reports, as to the comparative mortality of tho two sexea 
in different periods of life. The fact appears to be established, 
that causes of death press more severely on malea in early child- 
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hood, and on females in adult life up to 50 or 60, and that a larger 
number of females than of males reach old age. The average age 
of the sexes at death differs, in Rhode Island, generally by about 
two years. I have not seen any other registration reports in the 
country which compare the two sexes in this particular. 

The excess in proportion of mortality among colored persons 
continues, and must be tending, aided by social and political cir- 
cumstances, toward their gradual extinction on our soil, — ^a change 
which the successive censuses plainly show. In the city of Provi- 
dence, the number of colored persons living was less in 1855 than 
in 1825. The colored persons recorded as dying in 1856 were, 
males 35, females 34, of unknown sex 2, total 71. The whole 
number from June 1st, 1853, to December 31st, 1856, was 249, 
males 114, females 132, of unknown sex 3. The proportion of 
young children dying is less than among the white. The mortali- 
ty of the colored is much less influenced by the differences of sea- 
son than that of the white. In three years past, the reported 
deaths in this State have occurred, in January 21, in February 18, 
in March 17, in April and May each 16, in July 17, in August and 
September each 20, in October 19, in November 20, in Decem- 
ber 13. 

The most important division among the classes of our inhabi- 
tants, in all social, educational, and sanitary relations, is that which 
depends upon their origin. The line between the American and 
the foreign class ought properly to be determined by the paren- 
tage instead of nativity. So large a number of the young children 
in our more compact towns, and especially in the city of Provi- 
dence, are the offspring of foreigners, belonging in a practical 
point of view to that class, but yet born in this country, — that all 
statistical comparisons founded on nativity, are completely at 
fault. To show this, at least in regard to Providence, it is enough 
to say that more than half the children born in this city for the 
last year or two were the children of foreign-born parents, by far 
the largest part of these being Irish, while in 1855 less than a 
third of the population were of foreign birth. It is obvious that 
every year is throwing into the mass of our population a great 
number of new born native citizens, who for all purposes of in- 
quiry, in the study of the passing years at least, should be ranked 
with the foreign class. The new blanks in use in our rcj^istration 
provide for a record of parentage of deceased persons. But these 



46 



FOURTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1856. 



were not generally employed in the returns for the year 1856, and 
we have the parentage stated only in a few places, outside of the 
city of Providence. In the excellent registry system of that city, 
this point is carefully attended to, and the views furnished by this 
record form one of the most important subjects of consideration 
in the report of the City Registrar for 1856. Before speaking of 
these, we will comment on our own statistics relative to the nativ- 
ity of deceased persons in the State. 

The proportion of foreign nativity increased from the be- 
ginning of our registration reports in 1852 to the end of the year 
1854, in which year more than a quarter of those who died, and 
whose nativity was specified, were of foreign birth. That was a 
year of epidemic cholera. In the two succeeding years, the 
deaths of foreign born persons, were about one sixth of all. In 
1856, they were 16.34 per cent., or a very little more than in the 
previous year, but less than in any earlier period of registration, 
and forming very nearly the same percentage of the whole num- 
ber of deaths, as the inhabitants of foreign birth formed of the 
whole population, at the time of the last census. The American 
born, of course, formed 83.66 per cent, of all who died in 1856, 
and whose nativity was reported. The percentages in the several 
divisions of the State were as follows, for 1856 : 



American, 

Foreign, 


Bristol 
county. 


Kent 
county. 


Newport 
county. 


Towns of 
Prov. county. 


Providence 
City. 


Washington 
county. 


94.48 
5.52 


87.50 
12.50 


88.94 
11.06 


79.80 
20.20 


81.61 
18.39 


96.55 
3.45 



In Providence city, whose statistics are far the most trustwor- 
thy, the proportion of foreign is less by nearly 7 per cent, than 
in the three years and seven months preceding, and one and a half 
per cent, less than in the year 1855. But the towns nearest Prov- 
idence, and most affected by the overflow of its population, Cran- 
ston and North Providence, gave for their percentage of foreign 
deaths, nearly four per cent, more in 1856, than in 1855, (24.77 
against 20.89 per cent.) In Newport city, the deaths of foreign- 
ers were about 11 per cent, of all whose nativity was reported, 
in 1856; in 1855, they were 13.33 per cent. In the southerly 
towns of Newport county, Jamestown, Middletown, Little Comp- 
ton and New Shoreham, only one death of a foreigner has been re- 



1856.] DEATHS. 47 

corded in two years. One general result of the mortuary record, 
is to show that the proportion of foreign-born persons among 
those who die has begun to lessen, since 1854. It is probable that 
this may be in a great degree explained by the lessened immigra- 
tion into our country. 

The nativities of the foreign born who died in 1856 were as 
follows : Born in Ireland, 260, in England, Scotland and Wales, 
44, in Germany, 11, and in other countries, 6; total, 321. The 
natives of Ireland were somewhat more than one eighth of all 
who died. 

We now recur to the subject of parentage. The parentage, as we 
have said, is not usually given, except in the city of Providence ; 
and in regard to this city, we shall avail ourselves freely of the 
report of the City Registrar for 1856. The deaths of persons of 
American parentage, in the city, were 541 ; of foreign parentage, 
525. The parentage was registered in every instance of death. 
As our tables show 870 natives of the United States, the balance, 
329, were children of foreigners, born in this country. The aver- 
age age of those of American parentage was 26.90 ; that of per- 
sons of foreign parentage was 15.76. In every period of life be- 
low eighty years, the mortality of the foreign population greatly 
exceeds that of the American population in proportion to the 
number living. Ttus, among children under 5 years of age, the 
ratio of mortality was among the American class, one in 14.7, 
among the foreign, one in 10.9. In early adult life, from twenty to 
forty, the ratio was in the first class, one to 107, in the second class, 
one to 77. The general ratios of death in 1856, to population by 
the census of 1855 were, in the American class, one to 51.6, in the 
foreign class, one to 37. In 1000 inhabitants of American par- 
entage, there were in the year, 19.38 deaths ; in 1000 of foreign par- 
entage; there were 27.03 deaths. If the deaths among the foreign 
had been in the same ratio as among the American population, the 
number of deaths of persons of foreign parentage would have 
been 376 ; but the number actually was 525. " The causes of 
this great excess of mortality among the foreign population arc 
well known, and are to some extent capable of removal." 

The City Registrar illustrates very fully, with the aid of a dia- 
gram as well as of tables, the mortality at diflferent ages in the 
two classes. He thus shows what would be the prospects of life 
of children born in the city, if we suppose the mortality of the 
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city to continue uniform for a series of years ; and how great would 
•be the contrast between the two great divisions. For this interest- 
ing comparison, we refer to the City Registrar's Report for 1856, 
pages 15 to 17. 

The foreign parentages in Providence were as follows : Irish, 
410, English, Scotch and Welsh 66, German 34, other foreign 15. 

The parentage of those who died is stated in 357 cases, in the 
returns from other parts of the State, beside Providence city. 
These parentages were, American 254, Irish 67, English and 
Scotch 29, German 4, and other foreign, 3. Total foreign, 103. 
The returns are so scanty as to be of no particular value. In a 
few places we notice the same excess of cases of foreign parentage 
over those of foreign nativity which is so marked in the city of 
Providence, and which implies a number of children of foreigners, 
born on our soil. In Tiverton, the deaths of American nativity 
were 53, American parentage 38, foreign nativity 13, foreign pa- 
rentage 27; in Cranston, American nativity 50, American paren- 
tage 27, foreign nativity 18, foreign parentage 41. 

In the whole State, the parentages were specified in 1423 cases, 
and of these 795 were American, 628 foreign. 

The influence of season on mortality is very considerable, as 
will appear from the following tabular view of the experience of 
four years past. 



DEATHS, 1853—56. 



Jantiary,. 
February, 
March,... 
April, .... 

May, 

Jane,... . 
July, 



Number. 


Percentage. 


504 


7.36 


496 


7.25 


577 


8.43 


497 


7.26 


484 


7.07 


449 


6.56 


628 


9.17 



Augast, 

September, . 
October,..., 
November, . 
December, . 

Total,.. 



Number. 


Percentage. 


929 


13.57 


731 


10.68 


585 


8.55 


494 


7.22 


471 


6.88 




n 


6845 


100.00 



In the four years, 6851 deaths have been recorded in the 
State, but the date of six was not specified. Proportion in the 
first quarter 23.04 per cent., in the second quarter 20.89, in the 
third quarter 33.42, and in the last quarter 22.65 percent. Begin- 
ning with the first of July, we notice a rapid increase of mortality, 
which comes to its height in August, and continues into October. 
From that month to the following summer, no one month has any 
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constant excess, except March; which is almost invariably more 
fatal than any in this portion of the year. June is the month of 
fewest deaths. 

Fifteen persons died at the age of ninety or over. Five were 
males, ten females. Two were aged 90; three 91; two 92; one 
93; three 94; one 96; two 98; and one 100. All were of Ameri- 
can birth. Six died in winter ; two in ^ring ; four in summer ; and 
three in autumn. One death was ascribed to dropsy, one to dys- 
entery, one to pneumonia, the rest to old age.* 

The cases of still-born children are very imperfectly reported, 
as is evident from the high proportion in Providence city. The 
facts in relation to them may be found at the conclusion of tables 
Vlll. and IX. The preponderance of males among them was 
marked in 1856, as in former years. It is desirable that such facts 
should be recorded, that all births of children dead at birth should 
be designated, and their sex specified. The single fact of the 
large excess of males among them is a very curious one, and par- 
ticularly in connection with the excess of deaths of males in the 
first years of life. 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The results for the year 1856, as regards the causes of death, 
are set forth in tables VIII. and IX. This part of our registry 
has gone backward since the year previous. The cases of unspec- 
ified cause were about one eleventh of all in our last report ; in 
our present they are one seventh of all, the number of deaths being 
2042, and the deaths by specified causes 1750. The deaths re- 
ported merely as " sudden" are put with those of unknown cause, 
though distinguished from the others, by the term, "unknown, 
sudden." 

"* The oldest person who died was Seth Tates, a native of Newport, who spent most of 
his life in Providence, a painter, and died in Providence, September 17th, aged 100 years, 
6 months, 14 days. 

7 
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We shall briefly notice some of the peculiaritica of the year, 
compared with those preceding it. The term Zymotic, it ■will bj 
remembered, ia applied to those diseases which are epidemiCj 
fectious or contagious. Their prevalence is believed to be oni 
good teat of tlio sanitary state of towns. In the year 1855, then 
being no -widespread and aevcro epidemic, the ratio of deaths b] 
Zymotica was smaller than usual, by almost flvo per cent. Almoi 
every year, since the commencement of our State reports, somi 
particular epidemic has prevailed, and affected the proportioo as 
signed to the several causes of mortality. These epidemics, "witl 
the summer-complaints, fevers and croup, always existing, havi 
kept the ratio of mortality by zymotics up to nearly one third o) 
all, (between 31 and 32 per cent.) in our whole series of reports 
In 18oG, this proportion is maintained. The only diseases wbic^ 
have run beyond their usual proportions arc croup and scarlatina. 

The latter disease, never entirely absent from our larger town^ 
appears with extraordinary severity in particular places in sucoeB* 
give seasons. In our last report, we noticed its severity in Bristol 
in the spring of 1855. It caused more than an eighth of the dcatbc 
in that county in that year, and all these deaths, so far as reported, 
were in the town of Bristol. In the whole State, in 1856, more 
than a ninth of the deaths by specified causes were caused by 
scarlatina. Of all the 208 deaths ascribed to it, 201 were in the 
county, and 144 in the city of Providence. The cases in the 
towns of this county were, 12 in Burrillville, 1 in Cranston, 4 
Cumberland, 4 in Glocester, 6 in Johnston, 23 in North Provi- 
dence, and 1 in Smithfield. The towns adjacent to Providence 
suffer by its neighborhood, ia their icicreascd liability to epidemics. 
The only places distant from the city in which it prevailed exten» 
aively, so far as I know, were Burrillville and Glocester, Our re- 
turns from these towns are quite imperfect. Of the deaths re- 
ported from those two towns, 2 occurred iu April, 2 in May, 3 
June, 1 in July, 1 in >September, 2 in October, 4 in November, 
in December. If we could rely on so scanty figures, it would ap- 
pear that the epidemic influence lighted on these towns in thi 
spring, was somewhat quiet through the hot months, and startei 
up again with the return of cool weather. This disease is vei^ 
seldom severe in July, August and September. From converW 
tion with physicians, I learn that scarlatina was very severe attj 
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fatal in these two towns, particularly in Burrillville ; and our regis- 
try exhibits only a small fraction of its fetal eflfects. 

I am favored with a letter from Dr. S. 0. Griffin, of Pascoag, 
dated April 1st, 1857, and giving some interesting particulars of 
this epidemic, which he styles the " most fatal that has ever pre- 
vailed in this neighborhood." I take great pleasure in presenting 
the body of this letter to my readers. 

*' Barrillville embraces a territory twelve miles long and six broad, and contains 

a population of abont 4000. In such an extent of territory, of course, I was not 

acquainted with every death, but the fatality was so great that I can now call to 

mind forty-five deaths, and feel perfectly safe in saying that not less than fifty of 

our child-population died in the course of the last year from this disease. In the 

vicinity of tliis village, where it was most severe, within the radius of one mile and a 

population of 2000, no less than thirty died of the epidemic. It was most fatal with 

ohildren from three to seven years of age. Nursing children had it lightly, and 

iDut few adults were attacked. One man fifty years old died with it, also one young 

lady of seventeen. The most fatal period was about the fourth or fiflh day. A 

Xarge proportion suffered severely from the sequelae and several died. 

** Perhaps there was little to distinguish this from the same epidemic prevailing at 
^ther times and in other places, but yet I think a very few phenomena are of suffi- 
cient importance to be briefly alluded to in this connection. 

** The disease was universally ushered in by nausea and vomiting. I recollect 
scarcely a case of much severity where these symptoms were wanting. Cases at- 
tended by convulsions were generally fatal. 

** Scattered over our town are several small manufacturing villages, and the dis- 
ease did not much prevail in more than one of these at once, but would attack 
many of the children in one, and subsequently those of another, either at a distance 
or close by. Thus it removed from one small locality to another, till it had visited 
almost every nook in the town. At one time, in June, when it was raging on one 
street, being present in almost every house, another street on the opposite side of a 
small stream, parallel with the former and only twenty-five rods distant, was abso- 
lutely exempt. I mention this instance, as it affords a very good illustration of this 
characteristic of the epidemic during its whole prevalence. 

*' But the most inexplicable phenomenon of the disease was the almost complete 
exemption of the foreign population, during the first and most fatal period of its 
prevailing. This was observable in families living side by side in the same neigh- 
borhood. It there attacked the native children, those best clothed, best fed and 
best cared for in every respect, and passed over those subject to all the modes of 
life which characterize the common class of our foreign population. Subsequently 
it manifested itself among the latter class, but not with that severity and fatality 
which attended it while prevailing among our own people. This was a state of 
things to me unheard of and unaccountable. Whatever may be said of the causes of 
scarlatina at other times and in other places, voe cannot attribute our epidemic to 
filth, bad ventilation, poor clothing, unwholesome food, or any such kind of neglect ; 
for as a general rule, our best families, those most competent and who took most 
pains to observe sanitary regulations, were most seriously afflicted." 
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Tho city of Providence was visited by a very aevero epidemic 
of scarlatina, beginning in the autumn of 1855, and extending 
throagL the spring of 18.56, A very complete account of this vis- 
itation is contained iu the second report of the City Registrar. 
For an exact tabular analysis, wo ■will refer to that report, and 
will hero only give a summary of the facts there presented. 

" The number of deaths from this disease during the year 1 85ft 
was 1-14, or 14 per cent, of the whole number of deaths from giv- 
en causes. This percentage is larger than that of any prcvions 
year since the commencement of registration in this city, and is a 
larger percentage than has been caused by any epidemic disease 
during the same period. In 1853, scarlatina was the canse of 
9.97 per cent, of all the deaths in Providence; but the average 
percentage of deaths from this disease during fifteen years has 
been only 4.G7." 

" The epidemic may be properly considered," says the City Reg- 
istrar, " as commencing October 25th, 1855, and ending Jane 30th, 
1856." The whole number of deaths from October 1855 to 
December, 1856, was 171, distributed as follows: In 1855, Octo- 
ber 2, November 13, December 12 ; in 1856, January 21, February 
21, March 33, April 24, May 14, June 12, July 4, Augusts, Septem- 
ber 2, October 1, November 3, December 6. More males than fe- 
males died, 88 to 83 in the above-mentioned 15 months, and 75 to 
69 in 1856. Of the 144 who died within this last year, 7 were 
under a year old, 27 between one and two, 70 between two and 
five, 35 between five and ten, 4 between ten and fifteen, 1 betweea 
fifteen and twenty. The parentage of those who died in the fifteen 
months was, American 87, foreign 84; and in the year 1856, Amer- 
ican 74, foreign 70. Tlie ratio of deaths by scarlatina to persona 
under ten years of age living, in the two classes severally, was not 
very different ; the rate being among those of American parentage, 
one to 66,7, of foreign parentage, one to 61.6. There was a some- 
what greater fatality in the latter class, but not so great difference 
as is usual in epidemics in Providence. " If we suppose that there 
were ten cases of the disease to ,one death, it would seem that 
there were over seventeen hundred cases of scarlatina in the city 
during the period embraced in the tables," (i. e. Oct. 1855 — Dec. 
1856,) "and this is undoubtedly a low estiraato of their number. 
It was certainly the most severe epidemic of any kind that has 
visited Providence for many years." Scarlatina is indeed, at all 
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times, as Dr. Snow remarksi " a worse disease, and more to be 
dreaded in a community than small pox or cholera, which usually 
cause so much excitement." 

This disease would seem, from the materials before us, to differ 
from the other most destructive zymotics of our State, in two im- 
portant points, — being more fatal in the months of winter and 
spring, most of all in March, instead of the summer season, and in 
showing no great preference for the foreign population, or for 
those living under the unfavorable circumstances which are most 
common among the foreign population of our compact towns. 

Croup. This disease has seemed, for the two past years, to be 
increasing. But this is probably owing to the more complete reg- 
istry of deaths of children in our country towns. Indeed, the 
record would almost confine it to Bristol and Providence counties 
before 1855. We see nothing that decidedly shows it to have 
been epidemic at any time. Still, the following circumstances, 
perhaps wholly accidental, may be worth recording. Half of the 
deaths in the State occurred in October, November and Decem- 
ber. Of these 31, only eight were in the city of Providence. But 
in Cranston, Johnston, Scituate, and Warwick, towns from which 
we have incomplete returns, there were ten deaths in October and 
November, four of these in Johnston, and two of them in the 
same family, fifteen days apart. These facts do not appear con- 
nected with any prevalence of scarlatina. They may be only acci- 
dental coincidences. Croup is not commonly observed as an epi- 
demic, I believe, in New England. 

The usual summer diseases of children, cholera infantum, diar- 
rhoea, and dysentery, were considerably less prominent among . the 
causes of death than usually. These diseases are so much more 
common in Providence city than elsewhere, that their proportion 
for the State in any year, depends mainly on the health of that 
city through the summer. Under these heads, together with cholera 
morbus, says the City Registrar, *' we have an aggregate of 126 
deaths, and a ratio of 12.24 per cent. In 1855, there were 142 
deaths, or 14.78 per cent.; in 1854, there were, including cholera, 
372 deaths, or 27.11 per cent, of all ; and the annual average ratio 
for 15 years previous was 19.06 per cent., exchiding epidemic cholera. 
These diseases arc confined to the warm season of the year, 
and are dependent, to a great extent, on causes which should not 
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exist; tbis decrease itt their nuidber is most gratifying." In the 
7?ho!o State, the deaths by these four allied diseases were 9.6 per 
cent, of all by given causes in 1 856, 13 per cent, in 1855. In all 
the Rhode Island reports, these four are charged with about 13 
per cent, of all deaths by known causes. 

Small Fox and Varioloid, We have no record of any deaths 
by these diseases out of the city of Providence. The City Reg- 
istrar aays, " during the ■winter of 1855—56, there were about 130 
casc3 of small pox and varioloid (nearly all of the latter) in the 
city, eight of which resulted in death. This disease, formerly so 
much dreaded, now adds but a very little to the mortality of the city, 
thcro having been only 75 deaths from it in seventeen years past." 

Erysipelas and the different Jevers were somewhat less fatal 
than in 1855; more so than in 1854. They form a high pro- 
portion in the towns of Providence county. Eight deaths in 
Johnston, four in Smithfield, and three in Cranston, Foster and 
Scituatc each, were attributed to " fever," " fever typhoid," " fe- 
ver typhus," and " typhoid termination of hectic fever." Two 
deaths in Johnston appear to have been in one family, six weeks 
opart. 

There was a considerable epidemic of hooping cough in Prov- 
idence in the spring of 1856, but the deaths were not numerons. 

Hijdrojikohia.* In the four Rhode Island reports, but two deaths 
by hydrophobia are mentioned. Both occurred in Providence, 
one in March 1853, the victim being a man aged 47, the other in 
April, 1856, an Irish girl eight years old. An account of these 
two .cases was published in one article, iu the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, July 10, 1856. 

The diseases forming the second class in our table of clas- 
sified causes of death, are styled general, or of dnoehtain 
BEAT. As wo classify all except zymotic diseases under the sever- 
al seta or systems of organs they affect, it becomes necessary to 
make a head for these cases, whose locality is not mentioned in 

*Porh»|)s this (liseami ought not to IforBtikedamongxymotiis. Iso claaseU i1 
rotrntor lis being proilnrad by inotulatior, and its analogy in that respect to ByjihUIl. I 
After my tables woro mode up, I noticed tlintDr, Webb classed it anions the violentca 
of deatli. 
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fike retumS; or which are in their nature unlocalized. It would 
be very desirable that the part affected by cancer, dropsy, abscess, 
Ac., should be always mentioned. 

Under the name cancer, in table IX, we have included only those 
cases, 14, of which the seat is not reported. The remaining were 
situated, five in the uterus or vagina, four in the stomach, one in 
the breast, one in the liver, one in the face. The deaths from 
cancer have still been mostly in females, and more between the 
ages of fifty and sixty than in any other period of life. The deaths 
by all forms of cancer in 1856, form nearly one and a half per cent. 
of all from given causes. 

Three of the cases of mortification were senile gangrene, and 
ought to be included in any general summary of^the deaths at- 
tributed to old age. Under the head of debility have been inclu- 
ded cases of premature birth, which were formerly put under a 
separate head. The male who died of cyanosis in Newport, had 
reached the age of eight years. Under the term, marasmus^ it will 
noticed that three cases in advanced life are included. These 
were all in the city of Providence. The term is very indefinite. 
It might have been better to confine it to cases in children, or, 
with the Registrar of Providence, to separate infantile from adult 
marasmus. 

Diseases of the Nervous System. The proportion of deaths 
assigned to these diseases is about the same as formerly, never 
far from 14 per cent, in the whole State. 

' The various affections of the brain are distinguished in Table 
VllI, but not in Table IX. Their particular distribution was as 
follows : 



Brain Concrestion of. 


Bristol 
county. 


Kent 
county. 


Newport 
county. 


Prov. CO. 
(towns.) 


Providence 
city. 


• • 

2 
4 

• • 


• • 

• • 

2 

• • 


• • 

• • 

1 

• • 


• • 

2 
7 

• • 


16 

6 

5 

• 4 


** Disease of 


" Inflammatioii of. 


" Softening of 





The term congestion oj the brain is almost confined to the Prov- 
idence registry, and is, as the City Registrar remarks, a very in- 
definite one, which ought to be avoided. " It probably means 
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either apoplexy, or one stage of ioflammatioa of the brain, or oc- 
curs in tlie onset of acute diseases, particularly scarlatina." The 
deaths ascribed to this cause after thirty years of age, have been 
asaigned in our tables to apoplexy. Probably moat of those 
among children, should have been reported as from some other 
cause. One case placed in oar tables under the head, disease of 
the hrain, was reported as hypertrophy of that organ, — a girl al- 
most sis years old. Most of the cases of inflammallim of the brain 
were reported as brain fever. They occur ia all ages, irom 
childhood to upwards of sixty. Softening of the hrain is a disease 
not commonly met with in registration reports, nor in medical 
observation. Within three years, six cases have been recorded 
in Rhode Island, five of them in Providence city. Two have been 
in males, four fgmales. All but one have been within 50 and 76 
yeai-3 of age. 

Convulsions and hijdrocepiudjis are the two diseases of this class 
most destructive to children, and almost confined to them. They 
are charged with exactly the same number of deaths, 111, in 1856, 
as in the year before. They form a considerably higher propor- 
tion of the causes of death in Providence city than in any other 
part of the State; namely 7.68 per cent. Five of these deaths 
occurred at ages between five and ten ; two {by convulsions) be- 
tween twenty and thii'ty ; all the others in children under five. 
These diseases have shown no partiality for seasons. 

Afoplexy and paralysis seldom occur as causes of death before 
middle age. In our present report, we have one case of spinal 
apoplexy, under fifteen years old, which has been placed under 
this head. The percentage by these causes for 1856, 2.15 per 
cent., rather surpasses that previously observed, though less than ia 
1855. 

Under tetanus are two deaths by trismus vascentium. One took 
place in Providence, one in Newport; age of one nine days, oF 
the other one year ! 

Diseases op the Respiratory Bystem. The dcatlis attributed 
to these diseases appear to be quite uniform in their proportion 
to other deaths. Thus, their percentage in each of the three 
past years has been between 26 and 2T per cent., and so for the 
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whole series of our State reports. They seem more steady iu 
their ravages than any other class, increasing slowly year after 
year as the population increaseSi but never subject to the out- 
breaks that mark the history of zymotic diseases. As we have 
remarked in former reports, these are the two great classes, and 
they have served statistical inquirers in England, as types of the 
varying, and constant sources of mortality. An excess of deaths 
from zymotics is supposed to mark an unhealthy place or period. 
In our State, the number of deaths from respiratory diseases nev- 
er equalled that ascribed to zymotics, except in 1855. In 1856, 
the excess of deaths by zymotics was considerable ; but it would 
have been entirely insignificant, if the mortality from scarlatina 
had been only at its average. 

Consumption. The [deaths attributed to consumption have 
formed in past reports rather more than a fifth of all by given 
causes. The percentages have been, in the first period of registra- 
tion 22.4, in the second, (June to December 1853,) 19.6, in the 
third 21.9, in the fourth 20.6, in our present report 17.1. If we 
throw out the second period, in which summer complaints are 
made to figure too highly by the fact that this period comprised 
only a part of the year, the proportionate mortality of consump- 
tion would appear to have been lessening steadily. How much is 
this diminution real ? I suppose it is in great degree owing to 
the more accurate use of terms, especially in regard to the deaths 
of children. In the aggregate of former reports, there were 7.78 
deaths under five years of age, in every 100 at given ages, among 
those ascribed to consumption. In the returns now before us, 
only 1.69 in 100 of these deaths were under five years of age. In 
the city of Providence, this reduction in deaths of children attrib- 
uted to consumption is very marked ; there were only three in 
1856 against twenty in 1855. This difference is ascribed by the 
City Registrar to more correct reports. " The physician's certifi- 
cate of the cause of death has been required and obtained during 
the past year much more generally than ever before. When the 
physicians' certificates were not obtained, many deaths were 
wrongly reported as caused by consumption. The same fact has 
been observed in other cities." As a result of this change, the 
percentage of consumption for Providence has been reduced in a 
year from 22.51 to 17.30, and that for the towns of Providence 
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county, whose records are closely connected with those of the city, 
from 22.61 to lfi.85. "When physiciaaa' certificates are not ob' 
taitied, aad sometimes when they are, this term seems to be a con- 
venient name to charge with any deaths by wasting diaeaae. Proba- 
bly the ratio for Providence is now very nearly the correct one, 
a little more than one-sixth, 

In 185Gj there were 40.80 males, and 59.20 females in every 
hundred of given sex who died of consumption. The following 
table shows, first, the percentage of consumptive deaths for every 
period of life, in 1856, and secondly, the number of persons living 
in 1850 to one death in 1856, in every period of life. 
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This table gives results mainly the same as were obtained in 
the second report. Almost half the deaths occur between the 
ages of 20 and 40, but the proportion of deaths to the number liv- 
ing is greater in subsequent periods of life. If we can judge from 
our returns, we were warranted in saying in that report: " Con- 
sumption, certain zymotics, &c., fall so heavily on early adult life, 
that as the survivors grow fewer and fewer, consumption loses in 
number of victims, quite as much, it would appear, by the want of 
living material to feed upon as by any law of its own," 

The inflammatory diseases of the respiratory organs, pneumunia, 
congestion of the lungs, pleurisjj, bronchitis anilaryn^ilU, are charged 
in 1856 with 132 duaths, or 7.54 per cent, of all by given causes. 
In the year before, their percentage was only 5.13. I'm cumo/tiw ap- 
pears to have caused 72 deaths in 1855, 109 iu 185(i. The propor- 
tion ascribed to it was larger in 1855 than in any earlier period of 
registration, and is still larger in 18.56. Of these five diseases there 
died 73 males and 5!) fcmalc.=!. Forty-five per cent, were children 
under 5 years; about 12.2 per cent, were between 20 and 40, 18.S 
per cent, between 40 and 60, and 14.5 per cent, over 60. They 
were thus divided through the muntlis oflhe year: 
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Tfae-influeiioe of scasoD on these diseaflea,it will be observed, is 
veiy great. Our returns show nothing decisive as to the influence of 
locality. In the whole series of reports, Newport couDty appears 
to have the smallest proportion of deaths by these causes. 

DiteoKs of the heart scein to have been aoipewhat less fatal than 
usual. Under this term have been included a case of " dropsy of 
the heart," (^e 18,) and one of '- water npon the heart," (age 4,) 
fatty degeneration of the heart, (ago 67,) rheumatic carditis, peri- 
carditis, &c., one death from each. 



Diseases of the Diqestite Systeh. This class has always 
been charged with from four to fire and a half per cent, of the 
mortality. Its real importance is lessened considerably by the 
custom, pretty universal in registration' reports, of counting diar- 
rhoea and dysentery as zymotic diseases. 

The t«rm inflammation of the bowels has been discarded from the 
Kegistrar's reports of Frovidence. He says, " a considerable num- 
ber of deaths are reported as caused by inflammation of the bowels, 
and in most reports npon registration these are all placed under 
the head of enteritis. During the past year I have made personal 
inquiry of the physicians, in relation to all cases reported as inflam- 
mation of the bowels, and the result is 6 deaths from enteritis, 
and 15 from peritonitis." These two affections must be a good 
deal confounded together in our State reports, in preparing which 
this personal inquiry is not possible. Together, inflammation of the 
howeh and -peritonitis caused about 1.8 per cent, of the deaths. 

Under colic, we have included two cases of intussusception of 
the bowels. 



Teething, usually a very important source of deaths of children 
in the city, and the leading member of this class of causes of death, 
was less fatal than usual in the year before us. The term is an 
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unfortunate one, and in almost all cases, some affection connected 
with the process of teethin^r, — convulsions or diarrbcea, — might, 
and onght to be specified. Thirteen of the fifteen deaths by thig 
cause were in Providence and adjacent towns. 

Under the name, diseases of the Mdneijs, are two cases of iitflamma- 
tion, two of Bright's disease, and a fifth, from Washington county, 
in which the cause of death is reported as "renal." 

Under child birth, arc two deaths from miscarriage, two from 
hemorrhage, two from placental presentation and hemorrhage, two 
from rupture of the jiterus, one from convulsions, one from "un- 
foreseen accident." The ten deaths from puerperal fever arc kept 
separate. Half of these were in Bristol county, two in Barrington, 
three in Bristol, in February, May, June, August and December, 
This disease is clearly proved, we believe, to be contagious, and it 
is only for the sake of uniformity with other reports that we have 
not placed it in the first class. It is a fact deserving serious at- 
tention, that so many cases occurred in the year in these two towns, 
more than in the city of Providence. Those deaths connected 
with child birth formed the high proportion of 1.4 per cent, of all 
by given causes; in 1855 they were not quite 1 per cent. 

Five cases of hip-disease, and one of disease of the elbow, are 
included under the head, diseases of Joints. 

Old Age. The proportion of deaths ascribed to old age has 
never been less than a twenty-fifth (4 per cent.) nor much more 
than a twentieth (5 per cent.) In 1856, we have more males than 
females among them, — an unusual circumstance. The influence of 
season does not seem to have been marked in 1856, though in a 
long series of years we find these deaths moat numerous in the 
winter months and in March. The same great difference in the 
proportions for the several counties is noticeable as before. A 
fuller registry would very much reduce this proportion in those 
towns which record only the deaths of well known citizens. 

External or Violent Causes. These causes make naturally a 
group by themselres, but they might certainly be better arranged. 
Most of them are forms of casualty ; inanition* and intemperance, 

•Cnuse of deatb reported as " Inanition,— refused lo eat," — a female aged 70. 
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and possibly somo cases of drowning, are forms of suicide ; and it 
is nncertain whether the homicide was or was not from criminal 
iiitcntion. Under casunltijf are thrown together a number of acci- 
deats. Five were killed by accidents connected with railroads, 
two run over by cars, (one a deaf and dumb man,) one killed by 
the explosion of a locomotive, the other two merely reported as 
railroad accident. Two were killed by falling sand-banks, three 
by different kinds of fall. One child was run over by an omnibus. 
Under burns and scalds, are eight cases reported as burn, one as 
scald, one " scalded in a steam boat," one " burnt to death in a 
house burnt," one died by " extensive burn from burning fluid." 
The fractures were, two of the spine, one compound fracture of the 
leg, and one fracture of the cranium, in an infant 11 months old. 
The cases o{ poisoning were all in children ; one was poisoned by 
"chemical dye-works," one by fly-poison. The mode of 5?«ciV7c is 
mentioned in three cases out of four, namely, hanging. The cases 
of suffocation were mostly children smothered in bed: one laborer 
was suffocated in a well, and one case is perhaps wrongly put un- 
der this name, which was reported " choked with meat." This 
whole class of causes has usually been charged with about one 
death in twenty; in 1856, with exactly one in every twenty-five of 
those whose causes were specified. 

It has been noticed in former reports, that the several causes 
of death stood in very different proportions among the colored and 
among the white. In 1856, the causes were assigned for fifty-five 
out of the seventy-one deaths of colored persons, as will appear 
from the following table. We arrange the causes in the same 
manner as in table IX. 

CAUSES OF DEATHS OF COLORED PERSONS. 1856. 



Causes of Death. 



Diarrhoea, 

Dysentery, 

Fever, typhus, 

Syphilis, secondary, . . . 

Cancer, 

Dropsy, 

Mortification, 

Scrofula, 

Apoplexy, 

Congestion of Brain,. . . 

Convulsions, 

Delirium tremens, 

Epilepsy, 

Hydrocephalus, 
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Causes of Death. 



Bronchitis, 

Consumption, 

Hemoptysis, 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia, 

Disease of Heart, 

Disease of Kidney, 

Cancer of Uterus, 

Ovarian Tumor, 

OidA'rc, 

Suffocation, 

Total by given causes, 



Males. 



10 
1 
1 
4 



26 



Females. 



1 
4 



3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 



29 
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One full quarter of the deaths by given causes are ascribed to 
consumption, and nearly 44 per cent, to diseases of the respiratory 
organs. The deaths assigned to this class are just four times ^s 
many as those falling under the class of zymotics, while we have 
seen that, in the whole population, the latter class considerably 
exceeded the former. 

The City Registrar of Providence has introduced a new class 
of facts into his tables for the year 1856, in giving the number, of 
American and foreign parentage, who died by each cause. The 
contrast most clearly brought out in his last report, is that between 
these two classes, and as they show a great difference in their rate 
of mortality, it becomes important to know what causes of death 
press most severely on each class of persons. The deaths of 
American parentage, according to his tables, were 541 ; those of 
foreign parentage, 524. Of these, eight American and 29 foreign 
were from unknown causes, or unknown, sudden, leaving 533 
American, and 495 foreign, from given causes. But the prepon- 
derance of foreign parentage in the deaths from some causes is 
remarkable. We throw into tabular form the facts in relation to 
a few causes of death, which exhibit curious results, or which are 
of great importance from their frequency. 



DEATHS IN PROVIDENCE, 1856. 
Parentage in connection with causes of Death. 



Barns and Scalds,. 

Child Birth 

Cholera Infantum, 

" Morbus, . , 

Consumption,.. .. 

Convulsions, 

Croup, 
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8 


3 


7 


16 


41 


1 


4 


104 


74 


18 


33 


6 


20 



Diarrhoea, 

Dysentery, , 

Hydrocephalus,. . . . , 

Infantile Debility,.. . 

** Marasmus, 

Pneumonia, .., 

Scarlatina, , 



Amer. 


For. 


13 


16 


23 


12 


15 


13 


3 


10 


16 


22 


31 


32 


74 


70 
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OCCUPATIONS. 



No ono can doubt that tho employments of the various classes 
of a community aflfect very seriously the chances of life and health, 
and tho liability of diflferent persons to particular diseases. It is 
difiScult to estimate their influence on tho duration of life, as so 
many disturbing causes intervene. Many circumstances besides 
death withdraw persons from a calling they have followed ; and 
some occupations attract the young and are commonly dropped 
before tho middle ago of life ; others are less congenial to youth, 
and collect many middle aged or older persons in their ranks. 
Hence the average age at death in the several occupations, though 
an interesting topic of inquiry, and capable of being used to ad- 
vantage in connection with other data, is by itself no sign of the 
healthfulness or effects on life of the different callings. Neither 
are we certain that, if we could distinctly prove certain occupa- 
tions to be unfavorable to health or to lessen the average longevi- 
ty of those who follow them, and the proofs were generally known, 
we should see any practical effect from such a demonstration. Ex- 
perience shows that different kinds of business will continue, and 
will find persons to enter them, as long as the demand continues 
for them and their products ; and young men will not be deterred 
from a lucrative vocation by the mere probability of its shortening 
their life a few years. But it is a very different thing when we 
come to inquire what particular diseases are likeliest to occur in 
each occupation. The constitution and temperament and early 
traininj^ of every person determine in a great degree to what dis- 
eases he will be most liable ; many diseases are hereditary, and 
run in families, and these peculiar liabilities or predispositions 
may be known to a great extent in childhood and youth. If then 
it be proved that certain diseases are most likely to be brought 
on, or certain predispositions favored, by certain avocations, the 
knowledge of such proof, with all the strength of evidence and all 
the particularity of detail that the case admits, may be of direct 
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use to tliose who arc making a choice of occupation. It is not 
too much to hcpQ that such cooaiderationa as this will have an in- 
fluence with prudent peraona. These remarka apply most strongly 
to consumption and other tubercular and scrofulous diaeaaea. The 
predispoaition to thcae ia hereditary; it may be detected in child- 
hood, and itroayhe ripened into actual and fatal diaease, or may 
often be checlicd in early life, by a right management of the numer- 
oua circumstancea that affect growth and health. AmtJug theae, 
none are more important, when some buainess must bo chosen in 
youth, than the occupation, which determines so many of the circum- 
stances that are to surround a pcraon. The effecta of confined air, 
of cramped and stooping attitudes, of insufficient muacular exer- 
cise, of poor food, of want of sunlight, are, to devolope these dia- 
caaea, and keep thcra up from one generation to another. Of 
course these influences depend very much on the daily occupation, 
the way in which it is conducted, and the wages earned in it. To 
learn the particular dangers of the several vocations, we need such 
facta as a registration aystem collects, drawn by impartial modes, 
from the history of our own people, on our own aoii, and in tho 
years now paaaing fay. For the reasons we have mentioned, we 
think the table of occupations in connection with the ago at death, 
which is found in the same form in reports from other States, ia 
really less valuable than the laat table, that of occupation in con- 
nection with diaease, which wc do not find in other reports in this 
country. If it is found best nest year to present a summary of all 
the resulti of registration in thia State, from the beginning of tho 
published reports, we shall have a very interesting body of facts 
in regard to the effects of occupations. We have drawn up a 
small table, to illuatrate the use that may bo made of the table in 
question. 

In this table the percentage's represent the number of deaths 
by each cause, in every hundred by given causes ; thus, tho nnmbci" 
of laborers who died by consumptlpn was 101, being equal to 
thirty one in every hundred laborcra who died by all specified 
t'ausea. The number of males whose occupations were given, 
(omitting ages under 20,) was 1234, of wliich 339, or twenty seven 
and a half in a hundred, died of conanmption, &c. We havn so. 
Icctcd some of the nion' rommon causes of ilriitli in ndMJl.-;, and 
srinie of tho more conininn oecupations, togelliur willi a few that 
arc loss frequent. 
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OCCUPATIONS AND CAUSES OF DEATH. 
JoNB l8t., 1852 — Dbcbmbeb 31st., 1856. 



All given canses, 

Consumption, 

" per cent. . . 

Old Age, 

" per cent., 

Cholera, 

" per cent., 

Pneumonia, 

" per cent., .... 

Apoplexy and Paralysis.. 

" " per cent., 

Heart Disease, 

" per cent 

Delirium tremens | 
and Intemperance, ( " " 
" per cent.,. . 

Suicide, 

per cent., 
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1 
5.6 



. . . . 

• • • • 
. . . • 
. . . • 



I 



I 



15 

1 

6.7 

• • • • 

• • t • 
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13.3 

2 

13.3 
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57 
4.6 

51 
4.1 

51 
4.1 

24 

1.9 
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I 



PS 



72 

27 

37.5 

2 
2.8 

1 
1.4 

3 
4.2 

5 
7.0 

1 
1.4 



. . . . 
. • • • 
. . . . 



It is clear enough, that, with regard to the least frequent occu- 
pations and causes of death, these percentages are as yet of no 
interest j it is, for example, purely a matter of accident that 
we have three times as large a proportion of deaths by suicide, 
among jewelers as among carpenters. But it is not so in the 
comparison which our table exhibits in the liability of the sev- 
eral occupations to consumption. In this respect, our present 
results harmonize very closely with those presented in our last 
report. Jewelers in both appear more liable to die of con- 
sumption than any other of the classes chosen for inquiry, and the 
proportion is exactly the same in both reports, 71.4 in every hun- 
dred. Agriculturists appear least exposed to this disease ; and in 
this point again, the tables in the present and previous report 
agree very closely, one-sixth of the deaths of agriculturists for 
which causes were assigned being attributed to consumption. In 
this class, a quarter more deaths are ascribed to old age than 
to consumption, — a fact which looks well for the health and lon- 
gevity of farmers. The diseases most prevalent in advanced life, 
heart disease, apoplexy and paralysis, are also more frequent 
among farmers than in the general average of all occupations qf 
males, 

9 
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We are here reminded of one great fallacy in these calculations, 
if viewed as showing the healthMnesa of the various occupations. 
Farmers die of old age and its diseases in larger proportion than 
other classes of persons, because more of them are old. This is 
not solely because their business is healthy, but because many- 
causes aro drawing the young into more stirring avocations. In 
studying the diseases to which each class is most subject, we must 
remember that some diseases are moat common in early adult life, 
and hence are likeliest to be met in those occupations oftenest 
followed in youth, even if those occupations have no tendency in 
themselves to develope the diseases. This is true of consumption. 

In leaving this subject, I must say it seems to me that this last 
of the preliminary tables will probably prove the most valuable, 
and most interesting to the community, of all. But to make it ao, 
time is needed, so that facts may be numerous enough to represent 
the real truth, in regard to the most important occupations. The 
results must moreover be printed in a form more easy to read thaa 
the perplexing table given in our previous reports. In connection 
vith this particular inquiry, the table of ages and occupations may 
become valuable. 



CONCLTTDING REMAKES. 



The registration for ihe year before us is not so complete Bs 
the friends of this system wished and hoped. On the whole, there 
is no great gain over the previous year. The number of recorded 
births is actually a very little smaller; and the increase in mar- 
riages and deaths is partly explained by the presumed increase of 
population. Part of the gain in our record of deaths is caused 
by the industry of town clerks, not seconded by a corresponding 
interest among physicians, — a circumstance which leads to defect! 
in the statement of causes of death, and a larger number of deaths 
than usual by unspecified causes. The city of Newport reports a 
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I great many deaths vitliout aasigned causes, as veil as many nnao- 

I companied by otber important information, even the sex in many 

I caaes, not being ascertained. In the last report, our tables were 

I not disfigured by any deaths of persona of " unknown sex;" in 

I this report we arc annoyed with thirty-five of these monstroaUiea, 

I ftll of which occurred in Newport city, — a curious fact in natural 

I hiatory. These defects materially lessen the value of our atatia- 

I tics, and impair our confidence in any inferences drawn fi-om the 

facts that are reported. The deficiencies are eauaed in part 

imperfections of the law, and in part, by a want of general und( 

standing of the subject, and the consequent negligence of thi 

who are expected to aid in the details of the system. 

The imperfection? of the registration act have undoubtei 
been one great cause of defective returns. It is difficult to frai 
a statute, 30 as to secure the required co-operation of many separ- 
ate persons and classes of persons, in obtaining and recording 
these individual facts. The law under which the materials for this 
report were collected, and which continued in operation unaltered 
till the first of July, 1857, had many provisions which experience 
has shown to be inadequate. 

To obtain a record of births, the law required " each and every 
parent to make returns to the city or town clerk, of the birth of 
each of hia or her children, at least within ten days after the same 
ehall have occurred/' with all the different required items of in- 
formation. The time allowed is altogether too short, in our large 
and thinly settled country towns, in some of which even turnpike 
roads are not what they should be; while on the by-ways, gates 
are among the most trifling obstructions to the passage of wheeled 
vehicles. It is in particular too short for the registry of names 
of new-born children, which, probably, are seldom fixed upon 
within the first ten days of their life ; and yet, this is a most impor- 
tant point for the interest of the individuals, and the legal uses of the 
record. A town clerk, in his correspondence with the Secretary 
of State, mentioning this defect, and that the children's names 
could not be reported before they had any, adds; "I would not 
give a cent, if I had a family of children, for them to be recorded 
as has been practised in our town." But the main fault of this 
provision is in relying on the pareuta. This class is so miscella- 
neons, including all varieties of ignorant or well-informed persons, 
that it is preposterous to expect them to comply with the rule, 
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a way to furnish full records, unleaa officers of government 
are sent to call on them. This is done in the city of Provideoce, 
as will be Been by the ordinance, which is printed in our appendix. 
To secure the report of deaths, the law required physicians to 
keep lists of deaths occurring in their practice, and make returns 
every month, with all the desired particulars in regard to each 
death. Coroners were to make like returns in cases coming un- 
der their official notice. Undertakers were also to bring in lists 
of interments made by them. Thus there were two separate pro- 
visions for obtaining the deaths ; one requiring all the details from 
physicians or coroner?, the other requiring lists of interments from 
undertakers. The object seemed to be, to get the record of as 
many deaths as possible, in one way or another. This has helped 
to fill the list of deaths with reports so wanting in detail as to be 
almost worthless for all statistical purposes, — being merely cata- 
logues of persona buried, with the surname, date and place of 
burial of each specified, and nothing more. The record for New- 
port is swollen in this way. Once more : — The physician was bound 
to report deaths, without compensation, and liable to a fine for 
neglect. Some thought this work without pay could not justly be 
demanded of them, and were not led to interest themselves in it 
by any more generous motive. Some would have been happy to 
do what was asked, but objected to doing it under a penalty ; like 
Kalstaff, they would do nothing ■' on compulsion." But these were 
defects in indiviJuals, and not in the law. Lastly, many deaths 
occur without the attendance either of physician or coroner. 

Under the law, town clerks were to receive the reports of births, 
marriages and deaths, record them in their several towns, and 
send copies of this record to the Secretary of State, It has been 
found ttat often the town-clerk takes very little interest in this 
duty; and probably a great many towns might select persons who 
would be more likely to appreciate its importance. The compen- 
sation allowed to town clerks appears to have been too small, in 
many of the towns of large area. 

In the January session of 1857, while the laws of the State were 
being thoroughly revised, and arranged into a code, by an able 
commission appointed for that purpose, the opportunity was im- 
proved to amend the law of registration. The new act, under 
which returns are to be obtained hereafter, is printed in the ap- 
pendix to this report. It went into effect with the Revised Stat- 
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utes, on the Ist of July, 1857. We will mention some of the 
changes introduced. 

The facts in respect to births are to be collected by the town- 
clerks, or by persons under their direction, as they are in Provi- 
dence by agents of the City Registrar. This is to be done annu- 
ally, the births in each year being collected in the following Janu- 
ary. In Providence, this is now done twice a year. The clerk is 
to have a fee for each full report of a birth so obtained. 

Returns of marriages are still required from those persons who 
solemnize them, the only change being that the information fur- 
nished by the parties about to be married, must be in the form of 
a certificate signed by the parties themselves. A marriage cannot 
be made legal in Rhode Island till this has been done. One re- 
sult of this requirement will be to obtain a new item of statistics, 
as to the number and position of those candidates for matrimony 
who sign with a^ mark. 

In regard to deaths, an improvement is introduced which has 
worked very well in the registration of Providence. The un- 
dertaker, or any person who acts in that capacity at a funeral, 
is held answerable for obtaining the required facts respecting 
the deceased person, including the attending physician's certificate 
of the cause of death, and for making returns to the town-clerk. 
Undertakers are to receive a fee for every death properly report- 
ed by them. The physician is not expected to make returns him- 
self to the town-clerk, but he must leave with the family, or the per- 
son conducting the funeral, within forty-eight hours after the death, 
a certificate stating the name, date of death, and cause of death. 

The compensation of town-clerks is increased, they being enti- 
tled to one fee for obtaining, and another for properly recording 
and returning to the Secretary of State, every birth, and to twice 
the former fee for recording and returning a marriage. 

The town council, or board of aldermen are authorized, on rec- 
ommendation of the committee of the Rhode Island Medical So- 
ciety, to appoint a person to do those duties required of town- 
clerks under this law. 

We hope that these changes in the law will cause its objects to be 
more fully attained. They bring the law of the State much near- 
er to the system already established in Providence, and which has 
here obtained a more perfect registration, we believe, than exists 
in any other city of the country. Its good working in Providence, 
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has depended very much on the personal attention given by Dr. 
Snow, the City Registrar, to all the details of its enforcement. 
We cannot look for equally perfect returns from other places, 
where such a careful auperintendence ia not kept up. The parties 
who now have duties assigned them under this law are, — in addition 
to the Secretary of State, and committee of the Medical Society — 
town-clerks, clergymen, and all persons who are authorized to 
solemnize the rite of marriage, physicians, and undertakers. We 
hope that all these persons will appreciate their legal obligations, 
and the usefulness of this system, and that their respective duties 
will be done understandingly and with interest. For this end, 
more will be necessary than legal enactments ; the objects and uses 
of registration must be known. A brief statement of some of 
these uses may be appropriate at the end of this report. 

1st. For legal purposes. The record of a birth may be needed 
to identify the person, whenever the questions of the time, place, 
or other circumstances of his birth are in doubt. The inheritance 
to property may depend on it, or in case of pauperism, the eatab- 
iishmeut of a right to aid from the town. The record of a mar- 
riage ia often of the greatest importance to the rights of widows, 
children or descendants; and many recent well known cases have 
proved how important it ia for the interests of society, that this 
ceremony should be surrounded by formalities, and always made a 
matter of full and legal record. The proof of a death may be 
equally necessary to the righta of survivors. It is, moreover, im- 
portant, as a protection against crime, that all deaths, with their 
supposed causes, should be recorded. This is not true of sudden 
deaths alone. For all these purposes, it is the duty of a well or- 
ganized community to provide for a legal, authentic, permanent, 
accessible record of births, marriages, and deaths. Our law con- 
templates such a record to be preserved in every town, and a copy 
of each town record in the office of the Secretary of State. Both 
town and State record-books, are required by law to have indexes 
to the names that are entered in them. 

2nd. For genealogical purposes. In these we include not 
merely inquiries into the descent of individuals, and connections 
between families, but also the means of tracing the outline of the 
history of every person. The value of our records for these ob- 
jects may be judged by the interest our own contemporaries are 
showing in the minutia; of the history of past generations. The 
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materials for such inquiries are fragmentary, and preserved only 
by accident; if at all ; they should be complete, authentic and se- 
cure. No individual is so obscure but that the time may come 
when every clue to his origin, life, family connections, and death, 
will be valuable. 

3d. In connection with life insurance and annuities. All cal- 
culations used in framing life-tables, and rules for determining the 
probabilities of life at dififerent ages, must depend on comparisons 
between the numbers who are living within each period of life, 
and the numbers that die within each period. Two kinds of gen- 
eral information are needed ; first, a life-table, applicable to the 
whole mass of the population, or perhaps separate life-tables for 
each sex ; and secondly, an accurate account of the effects of the 
several influences, beside age or sex, that affect the chances of 
life, — origin, locality, occupation, modes of living, &c. These can- 
not be obtained without thorough registration. The Registration 
Report of Massachusetts for 1855 contains a table showing the 
deaths in each sex, in every town, in each one of the twenty-four 
divisional periods of life, which, in connection with a like table in 
the census of the same year, makes, as said in that report, " the 
most important table that has ever been offered in this country, 
for the formation of life-tables." Of course, minute examination 
of the candidates is also necessary ; and even the most careful 
will not always prevent such tricks as that which cheered and pro- 
longed the old age of Peter Pindar. But these only serve to cor- 
rect the general standard, and that must be obtained from regis- 
tration. 

4th. For historical purposes. We mean by this term, the use 
of registration in illustrating the social state of a people and of 
each separate class. The proportion of births to inhabitants, to 
marriages, and to deaths, — the frequency of early marriages, — the 
rate and causes of mortality, — and the influence exerted on each, 
by differences of class, by nativity, origin of the parents, color, 
city life or country life, and the several occupations, — even the 
variations caused by the seasons, — all these belong to the history 
of the real life of the people. Such facts have been used by his- 
torians to good purpose. To illustrate their interest, we may re- 
fer to the latest results of registration in France, the low propor- 
tion of births, and the increase in population of the metropolis at 
the expense of the agricultural departments, — circumstances of 
the greatest importance in the history of the times. 
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5th. Legislative and executive action, in State or town, may 
require materials of this kind to guide it. 

6th. This is particularly true of sanitary regulations. The rela- 
tions of our subject to public health were explained in the second 
report, and every student of sanitary science, knows that registra- 
tion is absolutely necessary in the pursuit of this science. Sani- 
tary improvement is one of the great interests of our times. It 
is employing the ablest men in different professions, in the most 
enlightened countries of Europe, with the co-operation of their 
governments. It connects itself with every enterprise for the 
moral improvement of large towns, and in all reasonable and hope- 
ful efforts of the kind, reform in the physical surroundings of life, 
must precede moral elevation. In our own large city, and manu- 
facturing villages, into which the population of this State is fast 
centering itself, there is a necessity for sanitary measures of im- 
provement, and for every aid in investigating the manifold influen- 
ces affecting health and life. 
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THE EEGISTEATION LAW OF EHODE ISLAND. 



ACT IN RELATION TO THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 



FBOM THE BEYISED STATUTES OF THE STATE OF BHODE ISLAND. 

FASSBD JANUABT 8B8SION, 1857. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof any 
person whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
town may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby 
authorized and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as re- 
quired by the forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all in- 
formation concerning births, marriages and deaths occurring among the 
inhabitants of their respective towns ; and on or before the first Monday of 
March, annually to make duly certified returns thereof to the secretary of 
state, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompany- 
ing the same with a list of those individuals, required by law to make re- 
turns to him, who have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating 
to the object of the law as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to receive the re- 
turns made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such 
assistance as shall be rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode 
Island Medical Society, to make and publish, not exceediug one thousand 
copies, a general abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by sec- 
tion third of this chapter. He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, 
full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound 
in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his oflBlce, for which 
he shall receive the sum of Mty dollars. 
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Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this 
chapter shall, on application, be furnished by the secretary of state to cler- 
gymen, physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of tLe society of Friends, 
and other persons requiring them, substaniially after the following forms, 
viz. : The record of a birth shall state tho date and place of birth, name and 
Eex of the chUd, whether living or gtillbom, the name and surname, color, 
occupation, residence and birthplace of the parents, and the time of record- 
ing, so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage 
Ghall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and ofScial sta- 
tion of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the parties, 
age, color, occupation and residence of each, condition, (whether single or 
widowed,) what marriage, if second, third or other marriage, the occupation, 
birthplace and name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as 
the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of 
death, name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and condition, (single 
or married,) age, occupation, place of death, place of birth, names and birth- 
place of parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of recording so 
far as can be ascertained. 

Of Marriages. 

Sko. 4. Every society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized 
to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite 
performed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on 
or before the second Monday of every month, ibr the last preceding month, 
to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed ; and 
no marriage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed and de- 
livered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a society of 
Friends, a certificate containing the information required for the record of a 

L marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 
Of Births. 
Sec. 5. It shall be the dufy of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, 
in the month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of 
this chapter, in relation to all children bom in the town during the year 
ending the thirty-first day of December next preceding, and for each full 
report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents to be paid by 
the town in which the birth is recorded. 
of 
Bit 
; 



Of Deaths. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the state, it shall be the dut^ 

of the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight houra 

th d ath t leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care 

Id ed to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the 

1 tiflcat stating the name of the deceased, the date of the death, 

d th d ause of death. 
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Of Undetiaixn. 
8ec. 7. There may be appointed by ibo lown autljorities of every toi 
<tt mffident number of persona to art as underUJtera, removable at the p 
mv of the autboritiea. 

■ Sec. 8. It shall bs the duty of the undertaker, or of the person i 
conducts a funeral or who buries or deposits in a tomb the body of ai 
■eeased person, to obtain the facts, required by section third of this chapter 
is relation to dealfas, concerning such deceased person, together with the 
physician's certiiicate ot the cause of the death, if a physician was in atten- 
daDCe, and OD or before the second Monday of the nc^t succeeding month to 
make a return of the facts obtained, togetber with the physicifrn's certificate, 
to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more efiectually to attain 
the objects herein contemplated : Provided, ihey do not conflict with the 
miun and specific object of this act, viz. : to procure the most perfect regis- 
tration. _ 

0/ i^e«. I 

Sec. 10, The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed an 
aforesaid, shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and relum- 
ed as required by law, ten cents, and for each record of a marriage, made 
and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to them out of 
their respective lown treasuries : Provided, That the yearly compensation 
to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town clerk or 
person appointed as aforesaid who shall faithfully perform the duties pre- 
scribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and 
others making returns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter, 
aball receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerk, five 
cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the ot 
towns of the state. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, del 
of any meeting of the society of Friends, or other person, shall wilfully aeg-' 
lect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of hiifl, by 
this chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the 
cause, on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each 
offence, one-half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall 
occur, the other half to the use of the person who shall complain of the 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no cler- 
gyman, physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, 
neglects to make the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cauae.^ 
his name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of the towi 
where he resides. 

Seo. 13. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, sbail I 
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granted by any court of probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, 
until the death of such persou, or the facta from which the same is presumed, 
shall be duly certified, aa near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that 
the same may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by 
the town clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of 
the record of any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in 
any court in this state, as primd fade proof of any marriage, birth or 
death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distin- 
guished from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, Irom time to time, Tary the forms 
of returns, and require such additional information as he may consider nec- 
essary, to effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be 
drawn for by the secretary of slate, is appropriated out of the general treas- 
ury, to defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging 
the registration returns, malting the necessary tables, and drawing up the 
report required by the seoond section of this chapter. 



OEDINAKCE OF THE CITY OF PaOYIIIENCE. 



INTEKMENT 



Section 1. There shall be appointed by the City Council a snffident 
number of persons Id act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the 
City Council. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any person shall die in this city, it shall be the duty 
of the physician attending in his or her last sickness, to furnish, within forty- 
eight hours after the death, to the undertaker attending the funeral, or to 
the City Registrar, a certificate giving the name of the person, date of death, 
and the disease or cause of his or her death. 

Sec. 3. Every physician omitting or refusing to furnish such certificate 
as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for each offence. 

Sec. i. No undertaker or any other person shall bury the body of any 
person dying in this city, or remove the body of any person so dying from 
the city, or deposit the body of any person so dying in a tomb, without first 
obtaining the certificate of the physician as aforesaid, or a permit from the 
City Registrar. In case any person shall die without the attendance of a 
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phyfiicinn, or if the pliysicinn shall refuse to give a certiGcate as aibrcuud, it 
tibaU be the duty uf lliu undertolier or otiier person, lo report the facta to 
tlie City Registrar, before attending the fuoeral of such person, when he 
shall be entitled to receive a permit for the burial of such person. 

Sec. 5. Every undertaker or other person in said city who shall con- 
duct any funeral, or bury the body of any dead person, or remove such body 
from the city, or deposit the same in a tomb, shall make a return to the 
CJity Eegistrar, between the hours of eleven o'clock A. M. and one o'clock 
P. M. on Monday of each and every week, of all interments made and fu- 
nerals conducted by him of persona wlio shall have died during the week 
ending at noon of the Satnrday next preceding. These returns shall truly 
give the following facts concerning each person so dying, viz: I. The date 
of death. 2. The name. 3. The age. 4. The street and number where 
the person died, if in the city, and the name of the town if out of the city. 
5. The ward, if in the city. 6. The sex. 7. The color. 8. The condition. 
S. The occupation. 10. The phice of birth. 11. The father's name. 12. 
The mother's name. 13. The parentage. 14. The place where the body 
is to be bnried, and also the physician's certificate for each person except 
those otherwise provided for in the preceding section. 

Sec. 6. In case of the prevalence of any epidemic disease, or when 
it shall seem necessary for the interests of the public health, the Board of 
Health shall have power to require more frequent returns of deaths, and 
also such additional information as they may think proper. 

Sec. 7,, omitted. 

Sec. 8. Every undertaker who shall omit or refiise to furnish any cer- 
tificate or return as aforesaid, or who shall violate any provision of the 4th, 
fith, 6th, or 7th sections of this ordinance, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
ten dollars for each ofience. 

Sec. 9. The City Registrar shall cause an abstract of the returns of 
deaths made lo him, to be published in all the newspapers which contract to 
do the city printing, montidy, andoftener if required by the Board of Health. 
He shall also, during the months of January or February annually, prepare 
and present to the City Council a statement of the number of births, of 
marriages solemnized, and of deaths which occurred in the city during the 
year ending with the thirty-first day of December next preceding, with such 
other information and suggestions in relation thereto as he may deem useful 
for the promotion of the public health, and other interests of the city. 

Sec. 10. The Board of Health is hereby authorized to employ a suita- 
ble person or persons, semi-annually in the months of July and January, to 
collect the facts required by the laws of the State concerning all births 
which may have occurred in the city during the six montiis preceding the 
first day of the months above named, provided that the expense thereof 
shall not exceed the sum of two hundred dollars annually. 

Sec. 11. Any person other than an undertaker, who shall manage 
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conduct a funeral, or inter or remo-ve from the city a dead body, or deposit 
such dead bod; in a tomb, ehall first obtain permission from the Board of 
Health or from tie City Registrar, and shall be subject to aU the require- 
menta contained in this ordinance in relation to undertakers, and for every 
neglect or refusal to obtain such permission or to comply with auch require- 
ments shall forfeit and pay the eum of ten dollars. 

(The remaining aectiooB are omitted. Tbs omitted sectiaaB on of no iaterest in con. 
noctlon niUi the eabjoct of registration.] 



STATE OF THE RETURNS, &c. 

It has been commoa to give in the appendix some remarks on the charac- 
ter of the returns, particularly their defects. Circulars have also been ad- 
dressed to the town clerks in the autumn, to remind them of their du- 
ty, and explain its details. We will ask them to receive, as a circular ad- 
dressed to them, a few observations here thrown together. 

Blank sheets for returns to the Secretary of State are furnished from 
his ofhce to town-clerks. These should always be used. They should nev- 
er be cut into pieces or mutilated in any way. They are to be bound and 
therefore should be written on only on one side, unless previously folded and 
stitched together in book-form. Let the clerk remember that the sheets are 
to be bound into a book, and he will have no difficulty in folding them ac- 
cordingly, in such a manner as to read correctly. Every year several re- 
turns have to be copied, on account of being written across both sides. The 
clerk should date and sign his return, and fill up the blanks in its heading 
correctly. 

The State authorities only ask for a return of those births, marriages and 
deaths, which occurred within the year for which the return is made, ending 
with the thirty-first of December, and in some part of the State of Rhode 
Island. Those which took place in some other town than the one from 
which they are reported, should be put in a separate list, after those belong- 
ing in that town. 

When the events occurred in a village, both village and township should 
be named. For instance, it is not enough to name Valley Falls, or Paw- 
tuxet, for each of these villages lies in two townships ; and yet, it is detira- 
hU to name the village, because every village has its peculiarities, which we 
wish to learn. 

The new law requires returns to be sent in by the first of March ; this 
is too early for the convenience of some towns. AU reasonable extension 
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will be allowed ; but it is necessary, under present arrangements, to receive 
all the returns so that the tables maj be begun upon by the first of April at 
the latest. 

The Christian names of the children bom, are very commonly not given. 
This of course takes away much of the value of registration as a security 
to legal rights. In canvassing the towns, as is contemplated under the amend- 
ed law, this must always be attended to. The birth-place of the parents of 
children bom, should be given ; it is one of the most important points. The 
names of the parents of persons married, are often omitted, and every such 
omission may cause a great deal of trouble hereafter. An important change 
has been made in the way of obtaining the record of deaths ; and new diffi- 
culties may arise. It will be necessary to insist on the physician's certifi- 
cate as the only evidence of the cause of death. It will be well for the town- 
clerk to speak with those persons in each town who take charge of funerals, 
calling their attention to their duties under the law, and making arrange- 
ments to receive their returns. 

In canvassing the city of Providence for births, blanks similar to those 
furnished to the towns by the Secretary of State are bound into books, being 
fastened in at one end. A book of blanks with a pencil is carried by each per- 
son who goes around. These blanks having been filled out are brought to 
the City Registrar, cut out by him, and then arranged by order of date, and 
copied into the record. The same plan may be followed in country towns, 
beginning on the first day of the new year. 

We shall make a few remarks on the registration of each town. 

Bristol County. Barrington sends excellent returns. Particulars as to 
each event fully given. Informants as to births were the parents in all cases. 
Cause of death omitted in only one case. Bristol, Facts are deficient in 
number, but information in regard to them is pretty full. Physicians the 
only informants of births. The town-clerk reported only thirty-nine deaths. 
Mr. Bennet J. Munro sent the writer a complete record of eighty-three that 
occurred in the town. Both returns will be preserved, and in our tables we 
have compared and used the two. Warren. Returns generally well ar- 
ranged. Physicians informants as to births. Great defect in regard to 
birth-places of parents of the children bom, (45 out of 84 not given.^ A 
case of triplets took place in October. The children were named James 
Buchanan, Millard Fillmore, and John C. Fremont ; (the last named being 
still-born,) Marriages and deaths arranged according to dates. Causes of 
death not given in 17 out of 42 cases. 

Kent County. Coventry. Returns prepared with much care; but 
some of the physicians entirely neglected their duties. Births mostly report- 
ed by physicians. Greatest disparity in age of bridegroom and bride is 78 
to 29. Causes of death not assigned in 5 out of 24 cases, and frequently 
expressed so vaguely as to be of little vfilue. Facts well arranged. Ecist 
Oreenwich. A handsome and carefiil record. Physicians are the only in- 
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formants as to bii-lhs, ami not one cliild's chrisliannnrae is given. Man-iages 
and deaths arranged according to time. West ffreenwicA.-Re turns exlreroe- 
\j scanty, well arranged. No children reported either as born or dead ; the 
only birth in the town being found in the return from Coventry. Waneick, 
Returns more full than previously i and do great credit to the town-clerk. 
Marriages in particular, very well recorded. Cause ol death given in 17 
out of 42 cases. 

Newpokt Co0stt. Jamestovm. Only marriages relumed; a very 
good record as far as it goes. Littk Oormpion. Facts well arranged : par- 
ticulars well stated ; a model return. Births mostly reported by physicians. 
Of 20 deaths, 8 were at ages over seventy years. Three deaths by pneu- 
monia in April. MldiUelown always sendi good returns, well arranged and 
full. Some marriages reported which took place elsewhere, and particulars 
of these are not fully given. Deaths about one to every hundred inhabi- 
tants. Newport city. — The city clerk, and an assistant in his office, have 
taken much pains in some parts of their duties ; returns elegantly written 
and well arranged. One birth reported by the father, all the others by two 
physicians ; apparently a record of their obstetric practice in the city ; the 
particulars being well given, except that the children have no christian names. 
Marriage record imperfect ; uo Catholic marriages reported. Denomina- 
tion of the clergymen performing marriage, given in 46 cases, 16 Baptist, 
16 Episcopal, 7 Congregational and 7 Methodist. Deaths fuller than 
in former years, and well arranged. But physicians have neglected 
their duty sadly. Cause of death is mentioned in 30 out of 139 cases ; 
and the age in 76. One tenth of the deaths by given causes assigned 
to delirium tremens and other cousequenoes of intemperance. The 
35 deaths of unknown sex were mostly children ; they caused an 
infinite deal of trouble to the persona who made up the tables, New- 
port has every advantage for a good system of registration, a city govern- 
ment, a compact population, and eminent clergymen and physicians. 
Weta Shoreham. — Return appears to be very complete and correct. Births 
reported by physicians. Six of the marriages performed by a warden. 
Sheets of returns cut off, reqiiirin? them to be copied before binding. Ports~ 
mouth. — The registration of this town is the least full of any in Newport 
county. Events recorded are lew ; itetfis in respect to them generally given. 
All the births of American parentage, except one, occurred after September 
1st. Deaths recorded soon after they took place, and all had causes assigned. 
Of the Hdeaths, 6 were at ages over seventy, and 5 over eighty. Tiver- 
ton. — Returns always excellent, full, obtained with much labor, well ar- 
ranged and elegantly written. The town clerk has formerly su^estedwhat 
is now provided, — a fee to be allowed for obtaining the particulars of births- 
Deficiency in causes of death. 

The deaths by consumption in Newport county were thus distributed: 
Little Compton 3, Newport 5, New Shoreham 1, Portsmouth 7, Tiverton 6, 
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The Newport Mercury published a list of 53 persons who died at the age erf 
seventy or over in 1856, in these places, Newport, Tiverton, Little Compton, 
Portsmouth and Middletown. 

Towns of Providence County. BurriUviUe. — Registration less com- 
plete than in 1855 ; about half as many births reported. No christian 
names of children bom. Two-fifths of the deaths are in children. Mortali- 
ty by scarlatina was much greater than the whole number of deaths reported 
in our returns, (see Dr. Griffin's letter.) Return prepared with care. Gran-^ 
9ton — A very good return, considering the sparse population. A large part 
of the Jeaths in Cranston, and many in North Providence and Johnston, are 
obtained through the certificates brought by undertakers to the City Regis- 
trar of Providence. Many of these deaths are in the families of young men, 
mechanics, accountants, &c., who are employed in the city ; and this leads 
to a high proportion of deaths of children. Cranston and North Providence 
were the only towns in 1855, which gave a lower average age at death than 
Providence city. Cumberland, — Registration quite defective, even in the com- 
pact villages. Births all obtained from male and female obstetric attendants, 
and only two of American parentage are recorded. For two years, the for- 
eign parentages have outnumbered the American. Many births admitted 
that occurred in other towns and years. Foster, — Return very scanty, but 
gives particulars of the events reported and is carefully prepared. Four of 
the 9 deaths were at ages over 70 ; and only one under 20. Glocester. 
Sheets written directly across on both sides, requiring to be copied. Some 
physicians practising in that town show a most praiseworthy diligence. 
First names of children not given. Many marriages reported that took 
place in former years. Johnston, — The town-cler^ has taken an active in- 
terest in the subject. Births have the names given, though they are mostly 
reported by physicians. Causes of death being generally given, interesting 
facts are thus preserved. Greatest age at death, 98 years, 8 months. 
North Providence, — Births almost wholly from a few of the physicians ; 
names of children often wanting. Nativity of parents not mentioned in 30 
out of 58 cases. In this town and in Cranston, our returns would show a. 
great excess of deaths over births ; yet both towns are rapidly increasing in 
population. Causes of death unspecified in 20 out of 150 cases. The town- 
clerk deserves great credit for his endeavors to make good returns, and for 
the arrangement of his report. Scituate, — Births mostly from physicians, 
who have done well. Christian names often given. The clerk says the 
returns are very incomplete, no returns of deaths having been received from 
large portions of the town. Causes of death named in every case but one. 
Physicians have interested themselves in the registry. Sheets written 
across on both sides, requiring to be copied. Smithfield, — Marriages pretty 
well recorded. Births and deaths very imperfectly indeed ; informants are 
wholly physicians. Particulars as to the cases, pretty well given. 

City of Providence. In accordance with section 9th of the Registra 
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tion law, this city lia? established ils own rules and system of registration, 
in regard to births and deaths, relying on the State law for marriages. • The 
Board of Aldermen appoint aa officer, under the name of City Etegislrar, 
to whom the care of the registration ol" the city is entrusted. Dr. Edwin M. 
Snow holds that office. The registry system of the city b very complete 
indeed. Two annual reporta liave been published, and the second, coyering 
the year 1856, has been of great service to me, as the preceding pages per- 
haps too often show. The fulness of the registry of deaths is remarkable, a 
record being preserved of the date of death, the name, the age, the place of 
death, the sex, the color, the condition, the birth-place, and the parentage of 
every individual -who died in the city during the year. In presenting the 
Btatistics of the city, these reports separate the Wards, a distinction we have 
not thought it best to notice in our report. 

Washington CouNxr. Charkstouin. This town continues to eend very 
good returns. Births all reported by one physician ; nativity of mothers 
not given. Cause of death mentioned in every instance. Events arranged, 
as should he, in order of time. Of the eight deaths, four were at ages over 
70, and four under 2. Exeter. Registry is very defective. Twelve births 
are reported, under this head, " Births registered in the Town of Eseter 
for the year ending March Ist, 1857." Of these, five occurred between 
1841 and 1855. Five were in one family, — a mere copy from the family 
record. Sis were reported by parents. Of seven deaths roporled, one oc- 
curred in 1842. Blank sheets all cut off, and have to be copied. Hopkin- 
ion. The town-clerk gives himself and others a ^reat deal of unnecessary 
trouble by not using the printed blanks, but making out his own sheets for 
record. Of course all have to be copied. Returns very defective except 
as to marriages ; and many of these occurred in other years, and of several 
the year is not mentioned. Cause of death named in one ease out of four. 
Worth Kingsioton. Birth-record made up fr'>m family-lisis of eight families, 
their dates ranging all the way from 1814! This habit of sending in the 
events of past years is extremely inconvenient in the use of our statistics. 
Cause of death stated in 4 cases out of 8. South Kingstown. On the whole, 
this important town is more remiss than any other in its regbtration, although 
it contains compact villages, and several men distinguished in public life. — 
The only birth in our tables was reported from North Kingstown, List of 
deaths more carefully made out than the year before, and well arranged. — 
Cause of death named in 6 cases. Richmoud. Return scanty hut correct. 
Cause of death omitted in two cases. Westerly. A very handsome record, 
pretty full except in the number of deaths recorded. Births almost all re- 
ported by physicians. 
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